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TWO 

MEGADEVELOPMENTS 
COMING  UP  IN  1990 


As  we  move  into  1990,  there  is  some 
dispute  as  to  whether  this  year  is  the 
last  of  the  80s  or  the  first  of  the  90s.  A 
similar  uncertainty  hangs  over  the  Mission 
Bay  and  South  of  Market  districts  whose 
fate  will  likely  be  resolved  in  this  year. 

Whatever  the  result,  the  Mission  will 
not  escape  the  ripple  effect.  A prevalence 
of  luxury  condos  and  office  jobs  over  af- 
fordable housing  and  existent  blue  collar 
jobs  has  the  potential  to  gentrify  the  Mis- 
sion beyond  the  reach  of  most  News  read- 
ers. Traffic  and  parking  problems  will  spill 
over  into  the  neighborhoods  on  the  other 
side  of  the  freeway.  The  Mission,  like 
Potrero  Hill  and  the  Tenderloin  ignores 
developments  South  of  Market  at  its  own 
peril. 

DISPLACEMENT  AND  THE  SOUTH 
OF  MARKET  PLAN 

The  Clothing  Center  at  5 th  and  Bryant  is 
typical  of  endangered  small  businesses  as 
the  South  of  Market  gentrifies  into  SOMA. 
A big,  ugly,  seismicly  suspect  warehouse 
with  ground  floor  retail  and  storage  on  the 
upper  floors,  it  peddles  odd  lots,  distressed 
merchandise  and  fashions  that  died  on  Post 
StrecL  Nobody  would  call  it  pretty,  but  it 
allows  working  people  the  chance  to  buy 
decent  clothing  at  a fair  price  somewhere 
between  that  of  Wilkes  Bashford  and  Thrift 
Town. 

As  the  News  went  to  press,  the  SF 
Planning  Commission  was  deliberating 
whether  to  allow  the  conversion  of  the 


building  to  offices.  By  such  small  steps,  a 
neighborhood  is  transformed,  and  polariza- 
tion ripples  outward. 

Office  developers,  small  businesspeople 
and  housing  advocates  have  butted  heads 
repeatedly  over  the  future  of  the  area  run- 
ning from  the  generally  accepted  Mission 
border  at  the  freeway  to  the  newer,  wealth-  ( 
ier  South  Beach-Rincon  neighborhood  east 
of  Third  Street 

On  December  7th  and  14th,  the  San 
Francisco  Planning  Commission  heard 
conflicting  public  testimony  on  the  future 
of  the  neighborhood  and  voted  to  postpone 
their  decision  to  January  1 1th.  Such  deci- 
sion is  likely  to  be  appealed  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors. 

As  proposed  by  City  planners,  South  of 
Market  zoning  would  be  segregated  ac- 
cording to  use...  residential,  industrial,  re- 
tail and  restaurant,  artists’  studios  and 
commercial  offices. 

Office  development  interests  have  coa- 
lesced around  the  South  of  Market  Busi- 
ness Association  (SOMBA),  a well-fi- 
nanced and  very  active  group  that  initially 
attempted  to  represent  itself  as  including 
neighborhood  residents  until  the  fiasco  of 
last  year’s  “Cornerstone Conference”  when 
its  panel  of  approximately  70  business, 
government  and  paid-community  represen- 
tatives was  found  to  be  devoid  of  people 
who  actually  lived  in  the  area. 

SOMBA  and  other  real -estate  lobbyists 
such  as  the  Committee  for  a Better  South  of 
Market  (CBSM)  allege  that  employment 
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COFFEE  ESPRESSO  ^ 

Home  Made  Soup,  Sandwiches  and  Salads 

OPEN  DAILY  SUNDAY  1 1:00  - 7:00 
11:00-  10:00 


Picture  Yourself 

Actors,  Musicians,  Models,  Dancers. 
8x10  B/W  Photos,  5 to  500 
Visual  Marketing  Gets  Results! 
CALL  NOW  FOR  INFORMATION 
SF  Photo  Conspiracy,  863-6462 


1 


Cultural  Evenings 

^ I / 


1,000  BUSINESS  CARDS 

OR  1.000  BUSINES  CARDS  $29“ 
2 COLORS  $59.50  + tax 


• Black  Ink 

• White  or  Beige  Paper 

• Logo  $3  extra 

• Blue  Ink:  $3  extra 

EXAMINER  I 

252-0859 


3690  - 18th  St.,  ( Dolores  St.)  S.F. 


ADOBE  BOOKSHOP 
3166  16THST.  864-3936 


BETWEEN  VALENCIA  & GUERRERO 


OLD,  RARE,  SCHOLARLY, 
& HARD  TO  FIND 


BUYING  & SELLING  IMPORTANT  & 
USEFUL  BOOKS  IN  ALL  FIELDS 


DCMOHT 


coff^h:  beat^s 
espresso 

CAPUCMINO 
CAf^  LA TTBL 
CAFE  MOCHA 
SANDWICH  ELS 
GROCERIES 


Defies  Description  ^ 


i V"' 
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SUNDAY  12  - 6 
TUE  - THURS  12  - 6 
FRIDAY  & SATURDAY  11-7 


CHECK  US  OUT! 
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KOBAN  OPENING  CELEBRATED 


- by  Victor  Miller 


jl\ t 12  noon  on  December  15th, 
hundreds  of  Mission  residents  gathered 
for  the  grand  opening  celebration  of  the 
Pollice  Koban  at  16th  and  Mission.  It 
was  the  culmination  of  a year’s  long  ef- 
fort to  businesses,  community  organiza- 
tions and  individuals  to  establish  a 
miniature  police  station  at  the  16th  and 
Mission  BART  which  has  been  the 
Mission’s  number  one  crime  area  for 
the  last  few  years  and  has  ranked  num- 
ber three  in  the  city  as  a whole. 

The  opening  ceremonies,  hosted  by 
channel  4 newscaster  Bob  Jimenez  and 
San  Francisco  Supervisor  Jim  Gonzalez, 
featured  performances  by  the  Mission 
High  School  Imperial  Girls’  Drill  Team, 
Jr.  ROTC  and  the  Mission  High  School 
Jazz  Band. 

The  majority  of  the  time,  however, 
was  taken  up  in  acknowledging  the  Mis- 
sion residents  (over  500)  and  the  more 


than  100  Mission  businesses  and  or- 
ganizations that  made  the  Koban  a 
reality.  While  this  did  not  make  for  a 
particularly  interesting  event,  however, 
it  did  drive  home  the  point  that  the  Mis- 
sion community,  often  divided  on  par- 
ticular issues,  has  the  capacity  to  unite 
and  successfully  organize  a grass  roots 
campaign. 

Over  $35,000  was  raised  from 
within  the  Mission  District  to  cover 
Koban  construction  costs  and  an  effec- 
tive lobbying  campaign  by  the  Mission 
Safety  Committee  extracted  a promise 
from  the  Mayor’s  office  to  provide 
SFPD  staffing  for  the  Koban  (which  will 
also  be  staffed  by  BART  and  University 
of  California  Police). 

On  hand  for  the  event  were  a num- 
ber of  City  officials  including  Gayle 
Orr-Smith,  Deputy  Mayor  for  Public 
Safety  (subbing  for  the  ever-absent- 
from-the-Mission  Art  Agnos),  State 
Senator  Quentin  Kopp,  Police  Commis- 
sioner Jose  Medina  and  Mission  Station 
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2nd  GENERATION  PIZZA  MAKERS 

1000  Guerrero  Street 

(al  22nd  St.) 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94110 

DINE  IN 

PICK-UP  & DELIVERY 


641-9955 

FOR  FAST  DELIVERY 

OPEN 

Mon.-Thurs.  11  a.m.  - 11  p.m. 
Fri.  & Sat.  11  a.m . - 1 a.m. 
Sunday  5-10  p.m. 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


Captain  Michael  Brush. 

As  we  go  to  press,  the  Koban  has 
been  in  place  for  nearly  two  weeks  and 
the  level  of  petty  drug  dealing,  MUNI 
transfer  selling  and  violence  around  the 
Plaza  area  has  notably  decreased. 
There  remain  some  problems  with 
Koban  staffing.  At  the  dedication 
ceremonies  Supervisor  Gonzalez  as- 
sured all  that  "the  Koban  will  be  open  7 
days  a week  from  12  noon  until  8 PM." 
In  the  weeks  that  have  followed,  the 
Koban  has  been  frequently  closed 
during  these  hours. 

Captain  Brush  assured  the  News 
that  this  situation  was  a result  of  tem- 
porary staffing  fluctuations  and  would 


be  corrected  by  the  middle  of  this 
month. 

Another  controversy  has  arisen 
over  the  noon  to  eight  hours.  At  least 
some  residents  and  businesses  favor 
evening  shifts.  Brush  told  the  News  that 
staffing  hours  could  be  rescheduled  if 
necessary. 

Although  there  are  other  Police 
Kobans  in  the  city  (Powell  & Market, 
Japantown)  this  is  the  first  one  to  be 
placed  in  a high  crime  area.  In  succeed- 
ing issues  of  the  North  Mission  News  we 
will  report  on  the  results  of  this  unique 
experiment  in  community  crime  preven- 
tion. 


MISSION  MIRACLE  MULE 
MAY  DAYS 

COUNTDOWN  TO  TIIE  SPECTACULAR 
MONTH  of  MAY 

With  a new  North  Mission  News  & gossip  Column  which 
will  attempt  to  keep  you  up  to  date  on  all  the  noteworthy 
happenings  of  CARNAVAL  CULTURE.  Help  get  the  February 
column  off  the  ground  by  sending  in  parade-organizing/event 
related  announcements  to  Mission  Miracle  Mile  May  Days 
Column  P.O.  Box  31515,  San  Francisco  California  94131 

C-A'R-N-A-V-A-L-San  Francisco-1990 


VISUAL  ART  ACCESS  Curatorial  Services  for 

American  Artists  & Groups 

Michael  S.  Bell  Steven  R.  W eiss 
Curator  Exhicns  Designer 

3235  20th  St. 
285-5851 

10  - 6 pm  TUE.  - SAT. 


North  Mission  News 

Presents 

MISSION  BEA  75/ 

on  Community  Access  Cable 

Channel  25 
"DAY  of  the  DEAD" 
Wednesday,  Feb  7 
4:30  pm 
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MHDC:  A SUCCESS  STORY 


MHDC  DIRECTOR  MARY  ANN  DILLON  Photo  by  Fuminori  Sato 


by  Betsy  Randolph 

The  Maria  Alicia  Apartments  on  16lh 
and  Valencia  Streets  arc  a prime  ex- 
ample of  a non-profit  housing  corpora- 
lion’ssucccss  in  the  lean,  mean  1980’s.  All 
of  the  project’s  20  units  arc  for  low-to- 
modcratc-incomc  families.  To  provide  the 
maximum  number  of  units  at  affordable 
prices,  no  one  source  of  funding  would 
have  made  the  project  worthwhile,  accord- 
ing to  Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation’s  Executive  Director  Mary- 
ann Dillon. 

As  a result,  Maria  Alicia  was  made 
possible  by  no  less  than:  equity  investing 
by  Mission  Housing,  a grant  from  the 
Mayor’s  Office,  a loan  from  Housing  and 
Urban  Development  (HUD),  a loan  from 
Wells  Fargo,  a “swing  loan”  from  the  San 
Francisco  Redevelopment  Agency,  and  a 
Tax  Credit  Syndication  (a  sort  of  partner- 
ship) with  Chevron,  Inc.! 

“The  deals  we  put  together  arc  so  much 
more  complex  than  commercial  ones,  you 
wouldn’t  believe  it,”  says  Dillon.  True,  not 
every  project  undertaken  by  the  Mission 
Housing  Development  Corporation 
(MHDC)  is  so  intricate,  but  it  is  an  indica- 
tion of  the  challenges  facing  a community 
development  corporation.  A proven  strat- 
egy seems  to  be  to  combine  public,  private 
and  community  resources,  which  is  what 


Mission  Housing  is  all  about. 

In  the  1960’s,  the  by-lhcn  Hispanic 
Mission  District  was  in  economic  decline, 
and  sorely  lacked  services  and  resources. 
Over  100  neighborhood  groups  united  to 
form  the  Mission  Coalition  Organization  in 
1968.  With  the  help  of  Mayor  Alioto  and 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  1971,  the  Mis- 
sion was  declared  a federal  “Model  Cities” 
area,  targeted  for  community  development. 

The  Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation  was  subsequently  formed  to 
address  the  problem  of  inadequate  low- 
income  housing.  MHDC  was  one  of  many 
housing  development  corporations  nation- 
wide which  endeavored  to  use  public  funds, 
private  financing  and  “community  exper- 
tise” to  preserve,  improve  and  create  af- 
fordable housing  in  low-income  urban  ar- 
eas. Through  a variety  of  initiatives,  MHDC 
has  provided  over  1200  quality  residential 
units  to  Mission  residents,  including  fami- 
lies, the  elderly,  the  mentally  ill  and  the 
very  poor. 

With  the  goal  of  positively  influencing 
community  stabilization,  MHDC  ran  a 
Homeownership  Program  from  1973  to 
1979,  assisting  100  families  in  buying  their 
own  homes  or  apartments. 

In  response  to  a lack  of  private  financ- 
ing for  home  improvement  in  the  Mission, 
MHDC  created  a grant  program  and  a loan 


pool  with  Model  Cities  funds,  to  help 
homeowners  repair  health  and  safety  haz- 
ards. A $1.5  million  loan  pool  leveraged 
with  the  help  of  Crocker  Bank  in  1972, 
along  with  subsequcntparticipation  in  HUD, 
state  and  city  loan  programs,  has  enabled 
MHDC  to  provide  rehabilitation  funding 
for  both  homeowner  and  rental  properties. 
With  this  kind  of  funding,  landlords  can 
upgrade  buildings  without  displacing  ten- 
ants because  of  rent  increases.  Interested 
landlords  may  call  MHDC  at  864-6432  to 
inquire  about  the  Rental  Rehab  program. 
MHDC  has  helped  upgrade  over  700  units 
in  the  Mission. 

Another  way  MHDC  helps  preserve 
neighborhoods  is  to  purchase  multi-unit 
buildings  in  disrepair  and  improve  them  to 
make  pleasant,  affordable  residential  units. 
Examples  of  such  “acquisition  and  reha- 
bilitation” may  be  seen  at  the  Garden  Court 


Apartments  on  1637  15lh  Street  and  the 
comer  building  at  890  Capp  Street. 

In  the  1980’s,  MHDC  began  preserving 
residential  hotels  like  Woodward  Gardens, 
which  provides  59  single-room  occupancy 
units  for  extremely  low-income  people. 
Interestingly,  this  hotel  has  custom  furni- 
ture especially  for  SRO  space,  designed  by 
Asian  Neighborhood  Design. 

Construction  of  new  affordable  housing 
has  always  been  a priority  for  MHDC,  and 
continues  to  be  a need  in  the  neighborhood. 
Although  financing  new  sites  has  become 
increasingly  complex  in  the  resource-scarce 
‘80’s,  MHDC  has  constructed  six  low-in- 
come rental  projects  with  272  units,  and 
already  has  plans  for  58  new  units  in  the 
Mission. 

Who  gets  to  live  in  MHDC’s  buildings? 
Besides  HUD’s  “ranking  system”  (whose 
criteria  include dangcrof  losing one’shomc. 


PURPLE  HEART  VET’S 

FAMILY  THRIFT 
STORE 


Furniture 
Books 

Clothing  861-2581 

LOWEST  PRICES 


OPEN  7 DAYS 
MON  - FRI 9-8 
SAT-SUN  10-6:30 
1855  Mission  St. 


MONDAY  SENIOR  CITIZENS  DISCOUNT  309b;Excepi  Mattresses  and  New  Hems 


DANIEL  CREAMERY 

RETAIL  STORE  NOW  OPEN  TO  THE 
PUBLIC  AT  WHOLESALE  PRICES 
780  VALENCIA  (AT  19th  ST.) 


Over  200  Cheeses 


A full  line  of  imported  and  domestic  cheeses 
Also,  specializing  in  fresh  California  dairy 
products,  eggs,  cream,  milk,  butter 

* Laura  Chenel's  Chevre  . * Sadie  Kendall  Creme  Fraiche 

* Redwood  Hills  Farms  Goat  Products  * Mozzarella  Fresca 


780  VALENCIA  (AT  19th  ST.) 

Open  Tuesday  thru  Saturday  7 am  - 7 pm 
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paying  over  50%  of  income  toward  rent  and 
overcrowding  or  substandard  conditions), 
MHDC  solicits  and  selects  occupants  in 
these  ways:  They  use  an  “Affirmative 
Marketing”  program  to  advertise  projects. 
In  addition  to  ads  in  the  Chronicle  and 
Examiner,  they  do  outreach  in  the  Spanish- 
speaking  media  and  send  mailings  to  Mis- 
sion-based organizations.  Also,  Caritas, 
MHDC’s  property-management  firm,  does 
home-visits  and  assesses  the  current  living 
quarters  and  situation  of  prospective  ten- 
ants. The  majority  of  MHDC  sites  are 
100%  low-to-moderate-income  units. 

In  all  of  its  projects,  MHDC’s  strategy 
for  long-term  affordability  is  a combina- 
tion of  public  and  private  financing,  rental 
assistance  to  tenants  and  “culturally  sensi- 
tive” property  management  by  Caritas 
Management  Corporation.  Caritas  is  a 
wholly-owned,  for-profit  subsidiary  of 
MHDC. 

The  decision  to  establish  Caritas  in  1983 
came  after  MHDC’s  several  years  of  prop- 
erty management  experience.  Nearly  all  of 
Caritas’  board  members  also  sit  on  the 
MHDC  board  of  directors. 

Caritas  docs  manage  other  privately- 
owned  housing  in  San  Francisco,  and  plans 
to  expand  in  that  capacity.  It  also  provides 
professional  services  such  as  financial 
management,  tenant  relations,  construction 
contracting,  real  estate  transactions,  etc. 

Throughout  its  history,  MHDC  has 
demonstrated  skill  in  coordinating  public, 
private  and  community  resources  to  ar- 
range and  complete  feasible  projects.  The 
establishment  of  Caritas  is  no  exception  to 
this  rule.  MHDC  Director  Dillon  explains 
that  Caritas  is  an  integral  part  of  their  “long 
term  self-sufficiency  strategy...  so  we  can 


generate  more  money  for  more  housing.” 

Dillon,  originally  a New  Yorker,  has 
“always  worked  in  social  service"  includ- 
ing jobs  in  special  education,  management 
of  a community  residence  for  mentally 
retarded  adults  and  food  and  produce  coop- 
eratives. She  came  to  the  Bay  Area  in  1981 
to  be  the  Assistant  Director  of  the  San 
Francisco  Food  Bank.  Eventually  frus- 
trated by  the  literal  “hand-to-mouth”  daily 
pressures  of  the  operation,  Dillon  left  to  be 
a “National  Urban  Fellow”. 

She  participated  in  a 14-month  public 
service  apprenticeship  program  for  women 
and  minorities.  She  then  went  on  to  earn  a 
business  degree  in  non-profit  and  public 
management  from  Yale.  During  a summer 
internship  at  the  Neighborhood  Economic 
Development  and  Law  Center  in  Berkeley, 
Dillon  helped  MHDC,  a client,  gel  funding 
from  the  Hewlett  Foundation  to  start  Cari- 
tas. 

In  July,  1987,  Dillon  was  hired  by 

MHDC  to  be  the  Economic  Development 
Specialist,  a position  also  funded  by  Hewl- 
ett. Dillon  was  named  Acting  Director  of 
MHDC  in  August,  1988,  and  became  per- 
manent Executive  Director  a few  months 
later. 

Dillon’s  manner  is  one  of  competent 
professional  dedicated  to  social  service. 
She  is  positive  about  the  1990’s.  Herobser- 
vations  of  politicians,  figures  in  Washing- 
ton D.C.  and  voters,  not  to  mention  the 
demise  of  the  cold  war  and  the  weapons 
industry,  lead  Dillon  to  believe  that  we  are 
“on  the  edge  of  a new  era  in  low-income 
housing”.  Times  will  not  be  any  easier 
financially,  but  as  far  as  the  Mission  Hous- 
ing Development  Corporation  is  concerned, 
the  Mission  is  worth  it. 


Coffee,  Tea,  & Deals. 


ill 


U> 


FREE  FILTERS 

With  any  one  pound  coffee  purchase  receive  a box  of 
Filtropa  40’s  filters  FREE,  or  a SI  .00  credit  toward 
any  other  filters 


m 


2 for  1 TEAS 

Buy  any  size  package  of  our  tea  and 
receive  one  of  equal  or  less  value  FREE. 


Ill 


or 


IP 


$1  OFF  1 lb.  COFFEE 

Bring  this  coupon  to  or  store  and  receive  $1 .00  OFF 
a pound  of  our  freshly  roasted  coffee. 


from 


MISSION  COFFEE  COMPANY 

1038  Valencia  St.,  SF,  (415)  826-8089 

Bring  this  ad  with  you.  Please,  only  one  deal  per  ad. 


OPEN 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
Mon.  8am  - 3pm 
Fri.  8am  - 10pm 
Sat.  - Sun 
9am  - 10pm 


Seafoods 

Grill& 


Sandwiches  & 
Salads  & 
Espresso  & 
Chinese 


3296  22nd  at  Valen  cia  8 24  - 8080 


Espresso  & 


v 


9 BEERS  ON  DRAFT 
20  OZ.  BRITISH  PINTS 


OPEN  DAILY  10  AM 

3200  - 16th.  St.  at  Guerrero  Phone  552-1633 


The  North  Mission 's  most  comfortable  bar  in  the  style  of  a 
1906  saloon.  Featuring  fine  liquors,  ales,  beers  and  wines 
at  affordable  prices. 


LIVE  BLUES 
7 NIGHTS  A WEEK 

9 PM 

Mon.  & Tues.  JULES  BROUSSARD 

QUARTET 

Wed.  & Thurs.  Deacon  Jones  and  his 

Bucket  of  Blues  Band 

Fri.,  Sat.  & Sun.  Jackie  Ivory  Quartet 

1601  Fillmore  at  Geary, 
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MEGADEVELOPMENTS 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  ONE 


opportunities  should  take  precedence  over 
housing  and  blue-collar  industries  by  al- 
lowing conversions  to  office  use  on  the 
upper  floors  of  South  of  Market  buildings. 
Additionally,  architects  and  other  “design 
professionals”  would  qualify  as  “artists” 
and  be  able  to  occupy  buildings  that  other- 
wise would  probably  be  used  as  live-work 
studios. 

Tricia  James  of  SOMBA  contends  that 
the  recent  earthquake  has  tipped  the  moral 
balance  towards  developers.  “Building 
owners  arc  having  a hard  lime  financing 
seismic  upgrading,"  she  said,  warning  that 
their  only  option  was  to  demolish  their 
buildings  and  sell  the  land. 

Albert  Brcssie,  the  owner  of  a number 
of  industrial  buildings  who  has  been  named 
by  S.F.  Weekly  as  the  shadow  eminence 
behind  SOMBA  made  a rare  public  appear- 
ance to  call  the  mixing  of  office  and  indus- 
trial uses  as  a “very  dynamic  and  positive 
use". 

But  a number  of  residents  and  small 
business  people  disagreed.  “I  keep  running 
from  high  rent  areas  and  South  of  Market  is 
the  last  place  I can  be,”  said  artist  Gail 
Lawrence.  “We  would  hate  to  be  run  out  of 
town." 

Filipino  representative  Enrica  Zavala 
urged  the  Commission  to  support  the  plan 
“because  people  arc  being  evicted  South  of 
Market".  Quccnic  Taylor  of  Slim’s  asked 
for  “balance,  because  we  can’t  pay  higher 
rents." 

The  December  hearings  were  unusual 
in  that  neighborhood  and  anti-highrise 
groups  who  frequently  oppose  Planning 
decisions  largely  supported  the  Depart- 
ment’s Dlan. 

“Please  note  the  compromises  that  we 
have  already  made,"  said  Dick  Grosboll,  a 
member  of  the  coalition  that  passed  the 
office  limiting  Prop.  M in  1986.  Grosboll 
also  raised  the  issue  that  there  would  be 
problems  with  enforcement. 


John  Elberling,  manager  of  a senior- 
residential  complex  near  Mosconc  Center, 
contended  that  permitting  architects  to 
acquire  “artists’”  spaces  would  have  an 
impact  substantially  greater  than  the  actual 
number  of  converted  buildings  because 
landlords  could  hold  as  many  as  900  prop- 
erties vacant  in  the  hope  of  landing  an 
architect  who  could  pay  higher  rents  than 
an  artist  or  manufacturer. 

But  Toby  Levy  of  the  South  Park  Im- 
provement Association  declared  that  archi- 
tects use  the  same  kinds  of  space  as  artists 
and  graphic  designers.  She  derided  the 
“speculation  scare”  as  did  ex-officio  Com- 
missioner Norman  Karasik. 

Planning  Director  Dean  Macris  and 
Zoning  Administrator  Robert  Passmore 
proposed  limiting  architectural  conversions 
to  70  buildings.  They  also  recommended 
further  compromises,  such  as  designation 
of  several  properties  around  South  Park... 
including  the  once-notorious  A-Hole  Gal- 
lery... for  office  conversion. 

If  approved  by  the  Commission,  the 
decision  is  likely  to  be  appealed  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  where  developers’ 
money  will  go  head  to  head  with  neighbor- 
hood votes. 

The  North  Mission  Association  gave  a 
qualified  endorsement  to  the  Department 
plan.  NM A President  David  Spero  pointed 
out  the  “multiplier”  effect  of  small  business 
- for  example,  a small  record  distributor- 
ship on  Shipley  Street  that  employs  Mis- 
sion residents  also  carries  works  by  Mis- 
sion musicians. 

The  “multiplier”  works  in  reverse  too. 
People  who  can  no  longer  shop  at  Clothing 
Center  will  have  to  compete  with  those  at 
Thrift  Town  putting  further  pressure  on 
Purple  Heart,  the  Salvation  Army  and  the 
dumpsters. 


MISSION  BAY  - “A  Shining  City  In  The 
Swamp” 

South  of  South  of  Market  (SOSOMA?), 
the  300+  acre  property  now  owned  by  Santa 
Fc  Pacific  (formerly  Southern  Pacific)  has 
been  proposed  for  a two  billion  dollar  mixed 
office/rcsidential  development  that  would 
include  8,000  housing  units  and  five  mil- 
lion square  feet  of  offices. 

The  Santa  Fe  proposal  paints  an  entic- 
ing picture  of  a new  Marina-like  neighbor- 
hood rich  in  amenities.  Over  a third  of  the 
housing  would  be  affordable,  high-class 
shopping  districts  would  attract  both  resi- 
dents and  tourists  and  commercial  uses 
would  be  targeted  to  “back-office”  space, 
serving  the  clerical  positions  that  have  been 
diminishing  because  corporations  have 
decided  that  low  and  moderately-paid 
employees  are  not  worth  the  rent  it  costs  to 
situate  them. 

Negotiations  between  Santa  Fe,  theCily 
and  lobbyists  for  various  community  inter- 
est have  been  proceeding  for  years,  but 
obstacles  remain  that  prevent  the  develop- 
ment from  sailing  through  an  approval 
process  that  includes  the  Planning  Com- 
mission, the  Board  of  Supervisors  and, 
probably,  San  Francisco  voters. 

Ira  Kurlander,  an  architect  and  member 
of  a task  force  that  has  drafted  a “Citizens’ 
Alternative”  believes  that  Mission  Bay,  if 
approved  without  substantial  changes,  will 
“gentrify  the  Mission". 

His  estimate  of  1.5  working  adults  per 
household  means  that  8,000  units  would 
house  12,000  of  the  20,000  projected  new 
office  employees,  leaving  the  unhoused  to 
either  spill  over  into  neighborhoods  like  the 
Mission  or  to  join  the  growling,  honking 
legions  of  commuters  who  crawl  through 
adjacent  streets  each  morning  and  evening. 

“We  are  concentrating  too  many  jobs  in 
San  Francisco,"  Kurlander  warns,  “and,  at 
a point,  you  can’t  pay  people  enough  to 
compensate  for  high  housing  costs  or  three- 
hour  commutes.”  He  proposes  cutting  of- 
fice space  by  75%  and  pursuing  shipping 
business  that  could  utilize  the  deep-water 
port  facilities  - if  City  piers  have  not  already 
been  converted  to  walls  of  hotels. 

And,  although  innumerable  meetings 
and  hearings  have  been  held,  there  is  a 
concern  that  the  real  decisions  arc  being 
hammered  out  behind  closed  doors.  “I’m 
afraid  that  secret  meetings  arc  going  on,” 
believes  Regina  Sneed  of  San  Francisco 
Tomorrow  (SFT),  a city  wide  environmental 
group. 

One  of  Sneed’s  greatest  fears  is  that  the 
recent  earthquake  will  cause  a massive... 
and  secret...  and,  probably  “upscale”... 
redistribution  of  the  housing;  much  of 
which  is  presendy  proposed  to  sit  atop 
ground  floor  garages  or  retail  space  - the 
sort  of  structural  design  that  caused  some  of 


the  worst  damage  in  the  Marina.  And,  like 
the  Marina,  Mission  Bay  is  a mixture  of 
bayfill  and  marsh. 

SFT  President  Andy  Nash,  in  fact,  sug- 
gests that  more  of  the  property  be  allowed 
to  revert  to  its  natural  state  as  a wedand  park 
and  bird  sanctuary. 

Santa  Fe  spokeswoman  Julie  Gonzalez 
assured  the  News  that  the  bayfill  there 
differs  from  that  in  the  Marina  and  safety 
will  not  be  at  issue. 

She  responded  to  the  jobs/housing  issue 
with  the  statement  that  enough  Mission 
Bay  employees  will  choose  to  live  outside 
San  Francisco  . to  discourage  gentrifica- 

tion,  and  that  MUNI  extensions  and  street 
design  will  prevent  congestion.  ‘The  plan 
now  makes  even  better  sense  because  there 
won’t  be  the  traffic  from  the  stadium,”  she 
said,  in  reference  to  the  defeat  of  the  ball- 
park proposal  on  the  opposite  shore  of 
Mission  Bay. 

Gonzalez  also  stated  that  offices  would 
be  built  in  a manner  to  perm  it  their  conver- 
sion to  other  uses  such  as  industry  or  re- 
search if...  as  has  been  predicted  by  the 
Congressional  Office  of  Technology  As- 
sessment.. back  office  jobs  continue  to 
dwindle  as  a result  of  automation  and  for- 
eign relocation  at  lower  wages. 

Finally  she  is  optimistic  that  the  project 
can  accommodate  both  port  uses  and  a bird 
sanctuary  adjacent  to  the  mouth  of  Mission 
Creek  across  the  street  from  the  docks. 
Environmental  organizations  such  as  Mis- 
sion Creek  Conservancy  have  been  work- 
ing with  Santa  Fc  on  the  wetlands  project, 
but  Gonzalez  blames  Mayor  Agnos’  oppo- 
sition for  delays  in  the  resolution. 

The  Mission  Bay  project  will  go  before 
the  Planning  Commission  in  the  spring,  the 
Supervisors  in  the  summer  and...  because 
of  its  size  and  complexity...  will  probably 
be  put  on  the  ballot  in  November. 

Gonzalez  emphasized  that  there  will  be 
no  alternative  to  the  existing  proposal.  “If 
SFT  wants  to  put  its  own  measure  on  the 
ballot,  that’s  their  business,”  she  said. 

Thus  the  voters  may  well  determine 
whether  ducks,  trucks  & mcgabucks  can 
co-exist.  The  usual  business  interests  have 
already  boarded  the  Santa  Fe  bandwagon 
with  the  Ex-Chron  promising  that  the  proj- 
ect would  develop  a “sagging”  area. 

In  light  of  the  October  17th  quake,  the 
undoubtedly  conflicting  findings  of  parti- 
san engineers  will  be  as  numerous  as  pi- 
geons on  phone  wire.  But  in  the  end,  the 
voters  will  have  to  decide  whether  Mission 
Bay  will  be  San  Francisco’s  new  showcase 
neighborhood  or  merely  a shining  city  in  a 
swamp. 

For  a copy  of  the  Mission  Bay  plan 
wriieSantaFe,201  Mission#202,SF94105. 

by  Brian  Doohan 
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QUAKE  SPARKS  RED  TAG  SCAM 


- by  Brian  Doohan 

F ears  that  real  or  imagined 
earthquake  damage  would  provide  op- 
portunity-seeking speculators  with  an 
incentive  to  evict  their  tenants  are  com- 
ing true  in  the  case  of  a South  of  Market 
live-  work  building  with  the  additional 
effect  of  setting  the  Bureau  of  Building 
Inspections  (BBI)  against  the  Mayor’s 
Office  of  Housing  (MOH)  and  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works  (DPW) 

Following  the  October  17th  shaker, 
approximately  15  business  and  residen- 
tial tenants  at  851-857  Folsom  in  the 
rapidly  gentrifying  area  near  Moscone 
Center  were  ordered  out  by  landlord 
Thomas  Scripps  the  Third  (heir  to  the 
fortune  of  his  family’s  vast  media  hold- 
ings) who  has  apparantly  seen  a window 
of  opportunity  to  accellerate  his  plans 
of  demolishing  the  building  and  replac- 
ing it  with  more  profitable  offices  or 
condominiums. 

How?  The  BBI  policy  of  permit- 
ting structural  engineers  hired  by 
property  owners  to  let  residential  or 
commercial  spaces  stand  or  fall  without 
departmental  review...  was  identified  as 
"certain  to  create  controversy"  in  the 
November  North  Mission  News. 

On  November  15,  Scripps  notified 
his  tenants  that  "final  review  of  the 
damage  incurred"  had  been  completed 
with  the  participation  of  "an  engineer" 
and  that  leases  would  be  terminated  on 
the  grounds  that  the  costs  of  repair  "far 
exceeds  the  economic  benefits  of  doing 
so."  He  further  hinted  that  the  building 
would  be  red-tagged  (unsafe  - entry 
prohibited)  in  two  days,  which  "could 
place  an  additional  burden  on  those  of 
you  who  have  not  already  vacated"  with 
the  result  that  all  but  four  tenants  have 
fled  in  panic. 

But  the  engineer’s  report,  in  fact, 
was  not  forwarded  to  BBI  until  Decem- 
ber 22  with  a helpful  cover  letter,  signed 
by  Scripps,  requesting  Chief  Building 


Inspector  Laurence  Kornfield  to  "please 
post  red  tags  at  the  front  and  rear  of 
both  properties"  (Scripps’  aptly  named 
Bumper  Company  also  owns  the  ad- 
jacent 837-847  Folsom  which  was  red- 
tagged  and  which  has  been  vacated  by 
all  tenants). 

This  report  by  the  firm  of  Raymond 
Lindahl,  Inc.  (dated  December  15th) 
recommended  that  "this  building  be  va- 
cated immediately  and  demolished  as 
soon  as  it  is  practicable"  based  on  an  in- 
spection November  27th,  twelve  days 
after  Scripps  informed  his  tenants  that 
they  should  immediately  leave  or  face  a 
crisis  situation  in  which  the  armed  mini- 
ons of  the  State  would  expel  them  while 
bulldozers  reduced  their  home  and  pos- 
sessions to  rubble. 

Bumper  did  have  an  engineer’s 
report  in  hand  on  November  15th  but 
the  trouble  was  that  this  first  report, 
completed  on  October  31  by  the  Struc- 
tural Design  Engineers  firm  (SDE) 
based  on  inspections  carried  out  on  Oc- 
tober 19,  20  and  24  had  not  sufficed  to 
persuade  BBI  to  condemn  851-857  Fol- 


som. Further,  a tenant  of  the  building, 
David  Butkus,  met  with  BBI’s  Kornfeld 
on  November  17th  and  was  told  that 
851-857  was  green  tagged  (i.e.  "safe"). 

So  what  we  have  here,  folks,  is  ex- 
actly what  both  the  November  NMN 
and  advocates  for  both  commercial  and 
residential  tenants  warned  of  - 
landlords  "shopping"  for  engineers  who 
will  provide  them  with  the  report  that 
they  desire...  whether  it  be  exaggerating 
defects  to  achieve  the  eviction  of  un- 
wanted tenants  or  concealing  same  to 
avoid  the  expense  of  bringing  their 
properties  up  to  code. 

The  remaining  tenants  may  prove  a 
hard  bunch  to  bust  for  Bumper.  One  of 
the  live-work  units  is  leased  to  an  eclec- 
tic mix  of  artists  and  small 
businesspeople  including  Tom  Jennings, 
who  runs  an  international  mail-order 
software  firm  and  Duke  Crestfield,  a 
contracting  consultant  formerly 
employed  with  the  Mission  Housing 
Development  Corporation  whose  es- 
timate of  the  repair  costs,  which  Scripps 
believes  to  be  over  a million  dollars,  is 
more  like  $500.  The  Department  of 
Public  Works  apparantly  agreed,  grant- 
ing him  a work  permit  for  repairs  in  this 
amount  on  December  27th.  Their  con- 
tracted engineer,  Patric  Buscovich  of 


SOH  Associates,  told  Jennings  "In  my 
opinion,  this  structure  is  properly 
posted  - green!" 

Bumper  had  already  informed  the 
tenants  (who  had  invested  much  money 
and  time  in  improvements)  that  their 
leases  would  not  be  renewed.  Accord- 
ingly, business  tenants  had  planned  to 
phase  out  their  operations  over  1990 
and  Scripps’  precipitous  action  has  sent 
many  into  economic  chaos. 

"Hernan  Cortes  has  a PA  system 
rental  firm  which  has  probably  lost  the 
most  money,"  Jennings  told  the  News. 
"Film  editor  Greta  Snyder  has  also  lost 
business  as  has  Shred  of  Dignity,  who 
promoted  benefits  for  causes  such  as 
AIDS  relief  before  the  earthquake." 

Jennings  notes  that  the  San  Francis- 
co Redevelopment  Agency  and  PG&E 
are  in  the  midst  of  a project  of  rewiring 
the  South  of  Market  to  accommodate 
higher  usage...  which  costs  are  passed 
on  to  property  owners  (the  two  Scripps 
buildings,  when  demolished,  could  be 
replaced  by  up  to  8 stories  of  offices  or 
condos  or  even  more  if  the  development 
interests  involved  in  the  South  of 
Market  Plan  - see  this  month’s  NMN  - 
have  their  way). 

"He’d  have  to  do  $100,000  worth  of 
electrical  work  for  a building  that  he’s 
already  decided  to  tear  down  in  16 
months,"  Jennings  said,  but  added  that 
the  landlord  had  not  responded  to  a 
PG&E  offer  for  temporary  wiring  at  a 
tenth  of  the  cost. 

On  December  29,  Jennings  and 
other  tenants  met  with  Kornfield  who 
laid  down  the  party  line:  "It  doesn’t  mat- 
ter what  reports  are  out  there  - if  the 
landlord  wants  it  red  tagged  it  gets  red 
tagged."  This  has  reportedly  infuriated 
the  MOH  and  DPW  who...  perhaps  in 
light  of  the  spirit  of  the  season...  are 
more  in  tune  with  what’s  been  happen- 
ing to  party  lines  and  to  the  ap- 
paratchiks who  mouth  them. 

The  odds  are  that  the  Berlin  Wall 
goes  down  before  851-857  Folsom  but  a 
lot  of  tenants  without  such  determina- 
tion and/or  connections  will  be 
"bumped"  before  the  book  is  closed  on 
the  quake  of  ’89. 
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SANTA  CRUZ 
Organic  Apple  Juice 

$3.99  Gallon 
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Middle  East  Tahini 

$2.49  is  oz. 
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OR  BARRY  M.  SMITH 

eye  examinations  Medi-Cal  Insurance ; 

861-6611  e .sk. 

3199  16th  at  Guerrero  San  Francisco 


EIGH  BOJRS 


So  long  Eighties.  Hcl-lo  Nineties.  The 
Gay  Nineties,  they  say.  Let’s  hope  so. 
Ah,  the  80’s  weren’t  sq  bad.  I had  a lot  of 
fun.  Being  young  and  a part  of  an  era  if  you 
know  what  I mean:  With  it.  In  iL  Qf  it. 

What  do  you  think  will  happen  to  the 
Mission  in  the  coming  decade?  There  have 
already  been  lots  of  changes  in  just  the  past 
few  years.  Talking  about  “the  scene”.  I 
wouldn’t  be  surprised  if  things  don’t  begin 
to  look  a little  like  the  Haight  within  a 
couple  of  years.  No,  granted  we  won’t  have 
the  economy  nor  the  pure  commercializa- 
tion of  the  neighborhood.  But  the  faces  are 
already  beginning  to  look  very  similar  to 
those  you  see  bopping  about  up  on  Haight 
Street. 

Well,  let’s  not  fret.  I don’t  think  we’ll 
ever  sec  a GAP  store  on  16th  Street. 

CHAVA’S 

I wasemising  around  Shotwcll  the  other 
day,  rummaging  through  the  quake  rubble, 
searching  for  some  semblance  of  a clue 
when  I suddenly  realized  that  lo  and  behold 
I was  dang  hungry.  So  I went  up  to  the 
comer  to  chow  lunch  at  Chava’s  Restau- 
rant. 

I’ll  have  to  tell  you  straight  out  that  the 
language  barrier  was  a little  too  much  for 
my  constant  barrage  of  inquiries,  but  Juan 
Gallardo  sure  did  his  damnedest  to  keep 
this  gringo  happy.  So  I kept  it  real  simple. 

First  I got  a bowl  of  soup  - chicken  or 
beef?  - I’ll  take  chicken.  So  this  humon- 
gous  bowl  of  soup  comes  with  a chicken 
drum  slick  and  thigh  sitting  in  a vegetable 
broth  of  zucchini,  carrots,  green  beans, 
cabbage  and  a side  of  warm  tortillas  and 
rice  and  lemon, onion  and  cilantro.  I looked 
up  atJuan,  who’s  laughing,  saying  “That  js 
a small.”  ($4.50)  Not  bad.  The  chicken  so 
tender  from  soaking  that  it  just  slid  right  off 
the  bone  and  into  the  tortilla.  With  plenty 
of  lemon  and  onion?  Mmm. 

Next,  I had  the  chicken  in  mole  sauce,  a 
special  sauce  which  can  include  about  a 
million  ingredients.  And  once  again,  lots  of 
chicken  which  just  fell  off  the  bone.  ($4.85) 
Chava’s  Restaurant  - open  7 days  a week 
from  6-6  on  18th  Street  at  Shotwcll. 

JACK’S  ELIXIR 

On  a frightfully  chilly  San  Francisco  eve- 
ning, I happened  upon  a place  on  the  comer 
of  16th  and  Guerrero.  A pint  of  the  brown 
and  some  good  cheer  for  to  warm  me  were 
on  my  mind.  The  name  of  the  place  was 


Jack’s  Elixir. 

He  was  a tall  whip  of  a man  who  had 

enough  of  the  nutmeg  in  him  to  bid  me  sit 
down  and  have  some  friendly,  idle  chat. 
Bill,  he  said  his  name  was.  Bill  Carson,  the 
owner  of  this  fine  drinking  establishment 
and  Would  I car  for  the  bcstGuinness  in  this 
fair  City?  I would  indeed,  I replied  with  a 
wink,  and  thanked  him  graciously.  Judith, 
a spritcly  gal  behind  the  bar,  sent  the  Pint 
upon  the  bar  with  the  doting  pride  of  a new 
mother.  Sure  and  its  head  was  gorgeous  - 
she’d  bore  a fine  breadth  of  a brew. 

Just  to  show  off  a bit,  Judith  did  this 
little  trick  which  I will  keep  secret.  I 
brought  the  pint  - a full  20  oz.  British  pint  to 
boot  - to  my  pursed  lips  and  put  my  nose 
right  into  the  thick.  Mmmm.  Deliciously 
creamy  and  a firm  consistency  without  any 
bitterness. 

I look  a look  past  the  pool  table  towards 
the  bar  itself.  What  an  amazing  reproduc- 
tion of  an  authentic  Victorian  bar.  And  so 
I said  as  much  to  Bill.  “Hell  no,  that’s  not 
made  to  look  original,”  he  said,  “That  is 
original.  Probably  built  right  here  on  the 
premises  after  ’06.” 

Quite  impressed,  I leaned  lo  Bill  and 
asked  what  he  was  doing  in  these  parts. 
Well,  after  operating  Jack’s  - the  West’s 
oldest  Blues  joint  up  on  Geary  at  Fillmore 

- for  so  long,  he  saw  in  the  Mission  an  up 
and  coming  neighborhood,  one  with  real 
appeal  and  authenticity.  The  perfect  place 
to  establish  the  bar  of  the  90’s  what  the  60’s 
bar  was,  what  the  80’s  bar  promised  but 
never  delivered  - the  friendly  neighbor- 
hood bar  with  quality  drinks  and  quality 
products:  well  drinks  made  with  only  top- 
shclf  liquor,  kegs  cooled  in  refrigerators  so 
that  the  draught  beer  is  served  at  optimum 
freshness.  No  cold  plates  - save  where  they 
work  best, onGuinncssandTaunton’sCidcr 

- which  merely  push  warm  beer  through  a 
cold  plate  and  into  your  glass.  Nope,  there’s 
no  chintzing  here  at  Jack’s  Elixir,  right 
down  to  the  best  quality  straws! 

So  don’t  forget:  a neighborhood  bar 
serving  only  the  best  booze  at  the  same 
prices,  the  freshest  beer  served  in  20  oz. 
British  pints  also  at  low  prices  and  the  best 
damn  straws  in  town.  Sec  you  at  the  juke- 
box (the  second  best  in  the  Mission  - You 
guess  where  the  best  is). 

Jack’s  Elixir  - 3200  Guerrero  at  16lh 
Street,  552-1633. 

******** 


BILL  CARLSON  of  JACKS  ELIXIR 


Photo  by  FUMINORI  SATO 
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MISSION  BIOGRAPHY 
CHEB  i SABBAH  - A JEW 
FROM  THE  MELLAH 


Chebi Sabbah,  also  known  asScrgeel 
Bcze,  was  bom  in  Constantine,  Alge- 
ria. He  immigrated  to  the  Jcwish/Islamic 
neighborhood  in  Paris.  After  various  jobs 
such  as  “coiffeur  pour  dames”,  songwriter 
and  actor,  he  started  to  work  in  fashionable 
discotheques.  He  got  acquainted  with  the 
Living  Theatre  in  1968,  went  to  New  York 
in  197 1 and  became  a member  of  the  group. 

Living  in , the  Mission  - today  he  is  still 
active  with  the  Californian  branch  called 
the  Trouble  Warning  Theatre.  In  addition 
Cheb  i Sabbah  (“kid  of  the  morning”)  has 
gone  back  to  his  first  love:  dj. 

His  unique  skills  in  music  selection  are 
turning  Nikic’s  (a  bar  on  Haight  Street)  on 
Wednesday  nights  into  one  of  the  hottest, 
cosmopolitan  dance  places  in  town. 

He  introduces  music  such  as  Soukouss, 
a high  speed  dance  from  Congo  & Zaire; 
Zouk  from  Martinique  and  Guadeloupe; 
Illambada,  a folkloristic  music  from  Bo- 
livia and  Rumba  from  Spain  and  South 
America.  But  his  predilection  is  Rai,  a 
radical  Arabian  music  with  social  com- 
ments developed  in  the  early  fifties,  re- 
newed by  the  Arabic  youth  and  used  as  a 
symbol  for  their  desire  for  changes. 

Unlike  other  dj’s,  Cheb  i Sabbah 
doesn’t  link  beat  upon  beat,  but  intros  on 
intros  which  enables  him  to  play  a fla- 


menco tune  after  a Soukouss  song.  He 
carries  us  away  emotionally  and  geographi- 
cally. 

The  interaction  with  the  dancers  is  one 
of  his  strongest  points.  He  has  the  sensitiv- 
ity to  build  up  the  atmosphere  by  choosing 
songs  spontaneously  during  his  perform- 
ance - every  show  is  unpredictable.  Cheb 
i Sabbah  found  a non-inslitulional  way  to 
make  us  interested  in  clhnomusicology 
through  the  fun  of  the  dance.  His  mixing  of 
cultural  and  dancing  music  and  theprogres- 
sivcly  increased  speed  of  the  rhythm  pushes 
the  dancers  in  a state  of  trance. 

Cheb  i Sabbah  uses  the  music  and  the 
dance  to  build  a bridge  between  our  differ- 
ent cultures.  No  wonder  why  there  is  more 
and  more  demand  of  the  Magical  Music 
Mixer. 

Cheb  * Sabbah  can  be  seen  on  Sun- 
days at  the  new  El  Alhambra,  1015  Fol- 
som at  6th  Street.  From  7 to  10  PM  you 
can  share  with  your  friends  the  interna- 
tional cuisine  and  tapas  prepared  by 
Moroccan  chef  Aziz  with  "musique  dan- 
sante"  from  10  to  3 AM.  On  Wednesdays 
Cheb  plays  Nikie’s,  460  Haight  Street  at 
Fillmore  from  10  PM  to  2 AM. 

by  Jean-Luc  Mas  and  Dorothea  Grab- 
Brokof 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Dear  NMN, 

Too  bad  you  don’t  have  a letter  column 
(sic),  but  here  goes  anyway.  I read  Mayor 
Bignose’  October  column  with  some  inter- 
est, since  I do  be  homeless!  The  fact  that 
few  homeless  persons  trust  cops,  and  have 
every  reason  to  be  paranoid  on  sight  of  one 
or  more  in  the  vicinity,  makes  one  wonder 
how  Bignose’  plan  for  “neighborhood  im- 
provement” (usually  buzzwords  for  gettin’ 
rid  o’  the  scum  o’  the  earth,  etc.)  will  im- 
prove neighborhood  life  for  the  home- 
less??? 


It  was  especially  encouraging  to  note 
that  Arty  artfully  put  me  and  crack  dealers 
next  door  to  one  anotha  in  the  same  long 
sentence.  We  are  not  amused. 

I do  admit  to  occasionally  getting  high 
on  life  and/or  pot,  I also  object  to  being 
slandered  and  hustled.  How  is  Bignose’ 
plan  different  from  any  other  historical  ef- 
fort to  remove  uncomfortable  reality  and 
vitality  from  urban  streets? 

Thornton  Kimes 


Editor 

The  smiling  face  of  Art  Agnos  is  enough 
to  make  me  vomit.  He  has  betrayed 
everyone  sucker  enough  to  have  supported 
him,  and  his  performance  on  the  Huerta 
case  should  be  enough  to  keep  him  out  of 
any  paper  that  thinks  of  providing  an 
alternative  to  the  Chronex.  Evidently, 
you  are  not  included  in  that  category.  You 
will  find  that  people  have  no  interest  in 
your  paper  if  it’s  just  going  to  be  a small 
scale  Hears t rag. 

Mark  Richey 


Dear  NMN: 

At  the  risk  of  sounding  like  a friend  or 
relative  of  Nick  Homsfelt  (of  which  I am 
neither)  I want  to  offer  my  condolences  on 
the  departure  of  one  of  your  best  writers. 
Who  can  forget  his  charming  Mother’s  Day 
article  or  the  helicopter  evacuation  from  the 
17  Reasons  Why  building?  Notme.  Thanks, 
Nick  and  I say  a special  thank  you  to  anyone 
and  everyone  at  the  North  Mission  News 
who  feels  s/he  has  a thankless  job.  Wher- 
ever I live  in  the  city,  I like  to  think  of  the 
North  Mis«'rin  as  mv  neighborhood. 

Sasha  Levine 


SUSHI  CAFE 

Country  Station 
modestly  priced 


(4 1 5)  861-0972 

2140  Mission  Street 
Between  17th  & 18th 

BUSINESS  HOURS 


Moo-Thur 

Fri-Sat 


10:00  am-  9:00  pm 
10:00  am-10:00  pm 


1 

2.172  Mission  St. 

(between  17th  18th  St.) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Tel.  863-3700 

1 

£ H >g  ^ 

% 

MING’S  GARDEN  RESTAURANT 

1 

Open  Hours:  11:00  am  - 8:30  pm  Closed  Sundays 

FOOD  TO  TAKE  OUT 

FRESH  SEAFOOD  DAILY  - SPECIALTY 
KOREAN  CHICKEN  WITH  WINE  OR  BEER 

—■ROBERT  TAYLOR  • SLIMM  POLOS  1— 

PPf  NT  ^^■■■■■■■■■i 

UISMAU* 

L~L|  icwnwaiw 


S.F.'S  ANTIQUES  DEPARTMENT  STORE 


890  VALENCIA  AT  20th  • SAN  FRANCISCO  • 647-4211 


MISSION  MIRACLE  MILE. 

MAY  DAYS 

FLASIIFLASIIfLASII:*;,.*  A Queen  of 

CARNAVAL- 1990  to  be  selected  shortly.  Prelints  at  Miz  Pearl  s 
Jam  House  2/13/90  Crowning  at  CARNAVAL  SAMBA 
Valentine’s  nail  at  Galleria  2/17/90.  Winner’s  (based  upon 
costume  A Carnaval  Spirit)  will  be  featured  on  their  own  float 
in  the  GRAND  PARADE  5/30/903-  + + . FOR  MORE  INFO:  Coniaci 
Pam  Minor  al  Costume  Bank  @921-8722  or  MECA  @826-1401. 

C-A-R-N-A-V-A-L-San  Francisco-1990 
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^ SHIPS  HOURS: 

10am  to  2am 


1498  Valencia  (at  26th) 

415/285-4169 


^iKERNANW 
SALES 

DINING  — flEZ)  — LIVING  ROOM  SETS 
Lamps , Office  Furniture , Antiques,  Collectables 
Very  Reasonable  Prices 
NEW  & USED  COME  & SEE 

819  Valencia  647-9300 


FINALLY. 

REAL  New  York  Pizza 
in  the  Mission. 

Arinell  Pizza 

509  Valencia  (at  16th) 

The  Original  New  York  Style  Pizza 
Quality  and  Value  Since  1975 

• 

Why  pay  $15  to  have  an  imitation  delivered? 

PICK-  UP  Our  Large  2 Item 
Family  Size  Pizza  for  $io.oov 

Other  All-Day,  Every-Day  Specials: 

•Medium  Pizza  with  1 Topping $ 

•Regular  Slice  with  Pepperoni  or  Olives 

and  Small  Soda- $ 1-75 

•Regular  Slice  with  Double  Pepperoni — $ 1.75 
Toppings:  Pepperoni  • Mushrooms  • Sausage 
Olives  • Anchovies  • Onions  • Bell  Peppers 
and  Fresh  Garlic. 

• 

No  coupon  required  • All  prices  include  sales  lax 

Call  Ahead:  255-1303 


KIDS’  PRIZE-WINNING 
PHOTOS 


One  of  the  best  consequences  of  Cali- 
fornia’s pathetic  absence  of  decent 
art  education  is  that  other  institutions  have 
taken  up  the  challenge  as  best  they  can. 
One  such  example  is  The  Exploratorium 
who,  with  help  from  SF  Recreation  and 
Parks  DepL  and  Bayview  Opera  House, 
sponsored  a competition  for  young  artists 
(not  older  than  18  years).  The  idea  was  to 
have  photographs  of  your  neighborhood, 
what  you  like  best  and  whatever  you  like 
least. 

Colette  Sweeney,  with  help  from 
Tommy  Levy  and  Linda  Wilson  pulled 
together  12  kids  from  Valencia  Gardens, 
between  ages  9-18. 

As  things  turned  out,  8 of  the  kids  got  in 
the  show  (set  for  January  10th  - 28th  at  The 
Exploratorium  3601  Lyon  Street,  SF),  and 
even  more  amazingly  these  artists  won 
Grand  Prize.  1st  and  2nd  Place,  and  one 
Honorable  Mention! 

In  other  words,  they  took  the  cake!  All 
of  this  was  accomplished  on  zero  budget, 
with  a little  help  from  Bay  Custom  Labs 
who  did  the  film  processing.  Imagine  what 
would  have  happened  if  the  money  our 
society  wastes  could  have  been  put  at  the 
disposal  of  this  group! 

The  Final  exhibit  presents  65  images  by 
33  kids  in  Frisco  neighborhoods.  The  idea 
was  to  have  this  show  be  The  Explorato- 
rium’s  contribution  to  the  current  national 
celebrations  dealing  with  150  years  of 
photography  history.  It  is,  also,  little  known 
but  the  Rec  Park  folks  have  done  an  incred- 
ible piece  of  work  sponsoring  neighbor- 
hood photography  workshops  and  studio 
time  for  people  in  Frisco  for  quite  awhile. 
Rec  Park  is  not  exactly  an  easy  place  to  get 
art  done  normally.  But  for  some  reason 
they  took  a fancy  to  photography  and  have 
really  made  a big  difference  in  that  end  of 
things  education-wise.  This  effort,  along 
with  other  youth  oriented  work  such  as  that 
being  done  by  Susan  Kelk-Ccrvantes  of 
Prccita  Eves  Murals  whose  program  helps 
support  graffiti  artists  gives  us  all  some 
hope  for  a future  of  artistic  expression 
around  here. 

As  far  as  the  SF  “Unified”  School  Dis- 
trict is  concerned,  they  are  a rather  dis- 
gustingly slow  group  to  comprehend  that 
such  art  training  needs  to  be  done  NOW, 
not  some  other  time.  Ruth  Asawa’s  efforts 


to  bring  art  into  the  program  have  been 
noble  and  sustained,  but  it  is  a mark  of 
regional  disgrace  that  those  with  power  to 
act  have  utterly  failed  to  support  her  work  at 
School  of  the  Arts,  or  to  see  that  without 
proper  classical  training  we  may  not  have 
any  visual  artists  one  of  these  days  coming 
soon!  But  anyhow,  back  to  the  positive 
stuff. 

Organizer  Collette  Sweeney  said 
(among  other  things)  of  her  efforts  on  this 
show: 

I saw  a means  to  allow  the  kids  at  VG 
to  show  others  something  of  what  their  life 
is  like,  through  their  own  eyes,  and  own 
voice...  What  these  kids  chose  to  focus  on. 
families  and  friends,  says  something  posi- 
tive, I suspect,  we  can  all  identify  with. 
This  docs  not  necessarily  diminish  the  ex- 
tremely difficult  living  conditions  and 
complex  problems...  Maybe  it  says  some- 
thing of  how  they  might  choose  to  cope... 
this  project  was  a unique  gift  for  me  since  I 
fell  I was  going  beyond  what  I could  do  as 
a photographer...  it  was  like  giving  a blank 
book  away  that  seemed  far  more  empower- 
ing and  lasting.” 

All  of  us  crusty  old  farts  who  have  our 
battle  scars  to  show  for  years  of  work  can 
take  heart  in  a show  like  this  one.  It  says 
that  there  arc  others  coming  up  who  are 
willing  to  put  aside  their  own  personal  aims 
for  the  benefit  of  others  without  any  guar- 
antee of  "results”,  and  then  still  grab  the 
ring.  It  says  that  there  is  damned  well  going 
to  be  found  a way  to  provide  tools  and 
inspiration  to  ihe  next  generation  of  artists 
with  or  without  the  help  of  government  It 
says  that  the  government  belter  wake  up  to 
the  talent  it  is  ignoring  when  leaching  could 
be  given  that  would  yield  endless  benefits 
to  our  culture. 

So  here  is  a community  salute  to  the 
artists  of  Valencia  Gardens  who  did  our 
neighborhood  and  our  city  proud  by  win- 
ning those  awards.  And  here  is  to  al\  ihc 
kids  who  spent  the  time  and  energy  to 
compete  in  that  show  in  the  first  place! 

We  do  need  you,  we  do  care  about  you, 
and  we  will  all  continue  to  struggle  with 
finding  every  possible  way  to  provide  sup- 
port Stay  with  us,  we  are  not  all  as  negli- 
gent as  those  who  have  turned  their  backs 
on  your  educational  needs. 

- by  Michael  S.  Bell 


THERESA  PAYNE  AGE:  18 

" I TOLD  LEE  AND  HIS  GIRLFRIEND  TO  MOVE  CLOSE  TOGETHER. 
THIS  PICTURE  SHOWS  REAL  AFFECTION". 


Fine  Custom  Framing 
& Gallery 
Enmarcacion  Fina 
Y Galena  de  Arte 

AAAAAAAAAAA 


VthNZA Nlfy 


USED  BOOKS 

AND  RECORDS 


BUY  OR  TRADE 
NOON  TO  9 7 DAYS  A WEEK 
3686  20th  Street  (at  Guerrero) 
San  Francisco,  CA  648-0957 
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VALENCIA  GARDENS  KIDS  ARE  WINNERS 


SHIRLINAMAXEY  AGE:  9 


I DIDN’T  WANT  THE  REST  OF  THE  KIDS  TO  BE  IN  THIS  PICTURE,  BUT  I SAID  . . . THAT’S  OK  SO  EVERYONE 
CAME  INTO  THE  PICTURE". 


ANGEL  LOWE  AGE  :11 

"THAT  DAY  MY  MOM  WAS  COOKING  A BAR-BE-QUE.  I WAS  OUSIDE  AND  KIA 
AND  ISABELL  WERE  PLAYING  A HAND  GAME". 


SHIRLINA  MAXEY  AGE:  9 


XnjMr.1t  HT 


DEJUAN  JONES  AGE:13 

THIS  IS  MY  BEST  FRIEND,  AQUILLA. 

SHE  IS  A GREAT  BASKETBALL  PLAYER". 


PHOTO  EXHIBITION  STARTS  JANUARY  10th 

AT  THE  EXPLORATORIUM.  CALL  561-0360 
FOR  INFORMATION. 


SEAN  LITTLEFIELD  AGE:10 

" THIS  PICTURE  REPRESENTS  TWO  KIDS  HAVING  LOTS  OF  FUN.  I LIKE 
BOTH  JERMAIN  AND  SHAMIKA  IN  THIS  PICTURE". 
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- by  Brian  Doohan 


H appy  New  Year!  and  may  1990 
be  an  improvement  over  1989  and,  in  fact, 
the  whole  queasy,  greasy  ’80s.  It 
shouldn’t  be  loo  hard...  saying  goodbye 
and  good  riddance  to  the  year  that 
brought  us  quakes  and  Quayle,  jails  not 
jobs,  crashing  cranes  and  S&Ls,  crack  in 
the  streets  and  projects  and  the  crack  of 
Oakland  bats  sweeping  the  Giants  out  of 
the  Series  and  probably  out  of  town, 
strange  government,  police  and  military 
tricks,  rent,  television,  death  and  taxes, 
and  the  media. 

Something  particularly  annoying 
about  the  last  of  these  is  the  way  that 
issues  and  events  are  seized,  milked  dry 
and  then  tossed  aside  as  soon  as  a more 
sensational  spectacle  arises.  Thus  this 
small  effort  at  updating  the  significant 
events  of  1989  as  they  appeared  in  the 
North  Mission  News: 

UPDATE  OF  JANUARY  ISSUE: 
Police  report  that  drug  sales  and  criminal 
activities  have  levelled  off  at  the  Valencia 
Arms  at  Valencia  between  15th  and  16th 
but  this  may  be  due  to  the  vacancy  of 
many  of  its  units.  Much  of  the  criminal 
activity  has  shifted  to  the  adjacent  mor- 
tuary parking  lot,  giving  new  meaning  to 
the  term  "Night  of  the  Living  Dead". 
Doris  Fish  now  writes  for  the  Sentinel 
and  Bill  E.  Badd  remains  dead,  his 
reputation  growing  like  a weed  through 
an  earthquake-cracked  sidewalk. 

UPDATE  OF  FEBRUARY  ISSUE: 
According  to  Captain  Michael  Brush  of 
Mission  Station,  the  crime  problems  at 
Valencia  Gardens  (see  also  July  and 
Sept,  issues)  are  being  addressed  not 
only  by  police  but  by  the  tenants.  It  is 
hoped  that  a Head  Start  program  can  be 
attracted  to  give  youth  an  alternative  to 
gangs.  Several  other  enterprises 

reported  on  in  this  month,  notably  the 
Maria  Alicia  Apartments  (see  also 
August  issue)  and  the  16th  Street  Koban 
(see  this  issue)  are  now  operational  and 
the  Olive  Tree  Liberation  Front  has  thus 
far  prevented  the  bureaucrats  from 
defoliating  the  Civic  Center  (see  May, 
June  issues).  On  the  downside,  the 
South  of  Market  Parking  Plan  remains 
gridlockcd  and  Art  Agnos’  3 1/2  Unsolv- 
able  Problems  (AIDS,  homelessness, 
crack  and  graffiti)  remain  Unsolved. 

MARCH  ISSUE:  The  City  Budget 
which  was  supposed  to  be  balanced  with 
even  a little  left  over  for  reinstitution  of 
necessary  services  like  health  care  and 
MUNI  went  into  the  tank  on  October 
17lh  and  despite  the  half  cent  sales  tax 
increase,  higher  taxes  and  fewer  services 
are  going  to  be  the  rule  for  years  to  come. 
The  Arts  Democratic  Club,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  thriving  and  should  prove  an 
obstacle  to  Downtown’s  efforts  to  run 
artists  out  of  San  Francisco  and  make  the 
City  a net  cultural  importer. 

APRIL  ISSUE:  The  policy  of  sending 
homeless  families  with  children  to  the 
Apollo  Hotel  (see  June  issue)  was  ended 
by  the  City  with  most  of  the  families  being 
moved  to  Geneva  Towers.  According  to 
Judy  Schutzman  of  the  Department  of 
Social  Services,  many  of  these  people 
considered  the  troubled  towers  an  im- 
provement over  the  Apollo,  which  has 
reverted  to  transient  use.  Project  Open 
Hand  came  through  the  earthquake  with 
its  kitchen  intact,  unlike  most  relief 
groups  and  consequently,  according  to 
Skip  Sicora,  they  "fed  the  City"  including 
both  quake  victims  and  relief  workers  as 
far  away  as  Watsonville.  They  have  ex- 


panded into  the  East  Bay  and,  of  course, 
can  always  use  a few  more  volunteers 
(558-0600). 

MAY  ISSUE:  It’s  been  a mixed  year 
for  San  Francisco  Police  Officers  with 
criticism  of  the  Tactical  Squad  leading  to 
a departmental  shakeup  and  the  pos- 
siblity  of  increased  authority  being 
granted  to  the  Office  of  Civilian  Com- 
plaints. But  Proposition  K,  which  would 
have  transferred  some  duties  to  the 
Sheriffs  office,  was  defeated  by  the 
voters  and  both  Captain  Brush  and 
former  Mission  Captain  Michael  Lennon 
have  been  mentioned  as  candidates  for 
higher  office.  The  public  housing  crisis 
caused  by  bond  expirations  may  be  near- 
ing a resolution,  according  to  Rep.  Nancy 
Pelosi  who  reports  that  legislation 
designed  to  prevent  mass  nationwide 
evictions  should  be  heard  before  the 
House  Banking  and  Finance  Committee. 
President  Bush  has  staled  that  he  favors 
weaker  legislation. 

JUNE  ISSUE:  The  Mission  Health 
Center  was  saved  from  possible  closure 
by  a $40,000  grant  (see  July  issue).  The 
California  Slate  Structural  Engineer’s 
report  is  still  pending  on  the  Mission 
Armory  (see  July,  Nov.,  Dec.  issues)  and 
will  determine  whether  the  building  can 


D’Amatobill  to  prohibit  rent  control  has 
become  a major  embarassmcnl  due  to 
the  involvement  of  its  sponsors  in  S&L 
and  H.U.D.  scandals  respectively. 
Equally  detrimental  to  efforts  to  control 
Mission  Arson  was  the  bailing  out  of  Jose 
Alonso,  indicted  in  the  fire  which 
destroyed  Sefi’s  at  16th  and  Guerrero 
and  nearly  killed  dozens  of  residents.  He 
promptly  disappeared...  word  on  the 
street  being  that  he’s  gone  back  to  Spain. 
And  the  Good  Samaritan  Community 
Center  and  Companeros  del  Barrio  have 
failed  to  reach  agreement  on  the  latter’s 
lease,  meaning  that  the  pre-  school 
facility  will  probably  be  evicted  come 
June. 

SEPTEMBER  ISSUE:  As  a result  of 
the  Club  Elegante  Raid  patrons  have 
sued  the  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  and  collaboration  with  I.N.S.  ac- 
tivities has  become  one  of  the  central 
issues  in  police-community  relations  and 
the  City’s  sanctuary  policy.  The  City’s 
slum  seizure  policy  ground  to  a halt  after 
one  notable  success  when  Deputy  City 
Attorney  Susan  Machtinger  went  on 
leave;  one  of  the  few  promising  City  ef- 
forts to  improve  housing,  consequently, 
being  put  on  hold. 

OCTOBER  ISSUE:  War  zone  condi 


1989 

REVISITED 

AND 

UPDATED 


be  saved  for  film  studio  or  other  uses  or 
will  have  to  be  demolished. 

JULY  ISSUE:  The  Russian  poets 
who  visited  the  Mission  are  back  home 
and,  according  to  A1  Millar  of 
T*hc*arl*re*grup  who  recently  returned 
from  the  Soviet  Union,  a major  cultural 
exchange  of  Soviet  and  San  Francisco 
artists  is  being  planned.  The  Curse  of 
Woodstock  brought  waves  of  geriatric 
rockers  who  plucked  Bay  Area  purses 
and  carried  their  spoils  of  plunder  and 
pillage  back  to  Old  Blighty  while,  in  the 
dusty  nether-regions  of  the  East  Bay,  the 
20th  anniversary  of  Allamont  went  all  but 
ignored.  And,  of  course,  both  the  Mis- 
sion and  City  voted  to  kick  out  the  Giants 
in  November.  While  a private  stadium  is 
being  explored  for  a 1990  ballot,  its  mil- 
lionaire campaign  team  of  Swig,  Getty 
and  Lurie  is  unlikely  to  excite  the  Mission 
in  the  manner  of  Clark,  Mitchell  and  Wil- 
liams, let  alone  Mays,  McCovey  and  Di- 
Maggio. 

AUGUST  ISSUE:  The  rent  control 
issue  remained  stalemated  as  a couple  of 
supervisors  elected  and  re-elected  with 
tenant  support  seem  to  be  following 
landlord  money  down  that  old  silver  path 
to  perdition.  The  landlord-backed 
Props.  Q and  R,  however,  were 
demolished  while  the  Federal  Cranston- 


BOOKSTORE 


Literature  • Politics  • Art 

1/12  Avotcja  & Sonya  Brooks: 
Poetry  and  Song,  (Avotcja's  cassette 
release  celebration.),  8 pm. 

1/17  Robert  Schildgen  presents  his 
biography  of  Toyohiko  Kagawa, 
Japan's  Gandhi,  7:30 

1/21  Puerto  Rico:  Hidden  Colony, 
Hidden  Struggle  (local  premier  of 
BBC  documentary).  $3, 7 pm. 

LIBROS  EN  ESPANOL 
Literatura  • Politica*  Arte 
DISCOS  DE  LA  NUEVA  CANCION 

968  VALENCIA  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  941 10 
(415)  282-9246 


lions  in  the  16th  Street  Nightclub  Zone 
persist  but,  according  to  Robert  Cole  of 
the  North  Mission  Association,  nightclub 
managers  arc  taking  a more  responsive 
attitude  since  the  last  NMA  meeting. 
Swords  to  Plowshares  was  the  recipient 
of  a substantial  grant  to  treat  Agent 
Orange  after-  effects  and  also  has  been 
busy  finding  housing  for  veterans  dis- 
placed by  the  earthquake. 

NOVEMBER  and  DECEMBER 
ISSUES:  As  the  more  sensational 
aspects  of  the  Earthquake  dissipate,  the 
long  term  issues  of  economic  recovery 
are  on  the  minds  of  both  government  and 
neighborhood  advocacy  groups. 
Developments  have  been  too  numerous 
to  mention  in  this  short  update  but  we  will 
return  to  the  issue  from  time  to  lime  in 
1990.  In  other  recent  issues,  the  troubled 
Head  Start  program  has  received  a 
management  transfusion  and  will  hope- 
fully be  able  to  resume  its  good  works. 
Under  pressure  from  Sycamore  Street 
neighbors,  street  cleaning  and  police 
patrol  efforts  have  improved  and  Mis- 
sion Liquors  even  slapped  up  a no  loiter- 
ing sign...  which  has  had  the  effect  of 
moving  some  of  its  "regulars"  with  their 
drinking,  fighting  and  spare  changing 
ways  down  the  block...  to  Sycamore!  And 
at  press  time,  the  shit  pool  remained 
standing,  stinking  through  a smelly 
Christmas  for  the  children  of  540  Capp 
Street  - a foul  end  to  a more  or  less  foul 
year  and  decade  for  the  Mission. 

May  your ’90s  be  of  better  cheer!  (If 
you’ve  missed  any  of  these  stories,  we 
have  a few  back  issues  at  the  office  so 
drop  by  3004  16th  #103  and  if  someone 
is  there  give  them  some  money  and  take 
what  interests  you.) 

******** 


MAELSTROM 

BOOKS 


Maelstrom  always  pays  well 
for  fine  and  unusual 
hooks  and  libraries. 

Open  dail\  I lam-  6pm 
for  fall  and  winter. 

572  Valencia  Street 
(a  17th  Street,  San  Francisco 
CA  941 10  (415)  863-  9933 
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SEX  INDUSTRY  - N.  IRELAND  PRISONS 


TOPICS  OF  POWERFUL  PLAYS  BY 
TROUBLE  & STRIFE  THEATRE  COMPANY 


AWARD- 
WINNING 
TROUPE  BEING 
PRESENTED  IN 
ONLY  SAN 
FRANCISCO 
PERFORMANCES 

AT  MISSION  CULTURAL 
CENTER  FOR  THREE 
WEEKS  STARTING 
JANUARY  24 

PRESENTED  BY  JULIAN  THEATRE, 
INTERSECTION  FOR  THE  ARTS 
~ STORY  OF  COMPANY  b PLAYS, 
COMMENTS  ON  PAGE  2 


CELIA  OPENS  CELEBRATION 
OF  WOMEN  IN  FILM  JAN.  12 

Unsentimental  Portrait  of  Troubled  Summer  of  Nine  Year  Old  Girl 


by  Australian  Was  Hit  of  Berlin  Festival 

WINTER  APE-  Interviews  With  Women 

in  German  Democratic  Republic  Follows  In  4-Day  Festival 


SAVE  OUR 
MISSION  THEATRES 


Committee  Formed  to  Bring  Back  Historic  Mission 
Entertainment  District  - i6th  to  24th  Streets 

This  empty  theatre  at  2555  Mission  near  22nd  Street,  has  apparently 
been  condemned  to  destruction  by  its  owner.  G O.  Lang,  a structural  engi- 
neer who  inspected  the  building  recently,  has  written  to  owner  Erwin  G. 
Swett  (EGS  Inventions)  "Regarding  your  77-year  old  building"  --  "The 
structure  has  been  weakened  by  the  October  17  earthquake,  and  it  is  inad- 
visable to  attempt  to  repair  the  exterior  walls  ...  It  is  my  professional  opin- 
ion, and  I recommend  that  the  building  be  demolished."  At  N.  Mission 
News-New  Dramatic  Chronicle  press  time,  the  owner  was  unavailable  for 
comment,  though  he  has  in  the  past  expressed  interest  in  seeing  the  build- 
ing come  alive  again  as  a place  for  dance  and  live  theatre. 

The  NEW  DRAMATIC  CHRONICLE  has  been  instrumental  in  forming  a 
committee  to  try  to  save  the  theatre,  built  in  1912  as  a vaudeville  house. 
Now  nameless,  it  operated  most  recently  as  Cine  Latino,  and  before  that 
as  the  Crown  Theatre.  The  nearby  Grand  Theatre  also  stands  empty. 

Others  involved  in  the  effort  include  representatives  from  Dance  Bay 
Area,  Mission  Economic  Development  Association,  Mission  Cultural 
Center,  The  North  Mission  Association,  Mission  Economic-Cultural 
Association,  El  Teatro  de  la  Esperanza,  El  Teatro  Campesino  (of  San  Juan 
Bautista),  The  Julian  Theatre,  and  The  Victoria  Theatre,  plus  noted  chore- 
ographer Carlos  Carvajal  and  other  individual  choreographers  and  theatri- 
cal directors  and  producers,  as  well  as  businesses  in  the  neighborhood. 
The  new  Perlorming  Arts  Library  & Museum  is  assisting  with  researching 
the  history  of  this  and  other  nearby  theatres. 

For  more  information,  and  to  get  involved,  contact  The  New  Dramatic 
Chronicle  by  letter  or  phone.  See  Back  Page  Coupon  for  address  and  #. 


AT  LEFT:  Scene  from  DANCE  OF  HOPE,  Chilean  women  protest  disappearance 
of  loved  ones,  rally  to  vote  'NO*  to  Pinochet,  In  Deborah  Shaffer  film.  DANCE  OF 
HOPE  opens  at  the  YORK  THEATRE  following  its  Festival  premiere.  More  about 
ON  SCREEN:  A CELEBRATION  OF  WOMEN  IN  FILM,  Page  2 


ON  SCREEN: 

A Celebration  of  Women  In  Film 


The  sixth  annual  ON  SCREEN:  A CELEBRATION 
OF  WOMEN  IN  FILM  will  be  held  January  12  to  15 

at  The  Cannery  Theatre,  at  Beach  and  Leavenworth 
Streets  in  San  Francisco. 

It  is  presented  by  Northern  California  Women  in  Film  and 
Television,  with  financial  support  from  Union  Bank,  which  has 
supported  the  event  since  it  was  inaugurated  in  1984.  This 
year's  showings  will  be  attended  by  most  of  the  filmmakers,  according  to  Festival 
Co-director  (with  AlVerta  Harty)  Karen  Larsen:  "We’ve  decidedto  return  to  the 
basics,  giving  more  attention  to  fewer  films,  in  intimate  surroundings,  after  the  up- 
heaval of  the  earthquake,"  she  told  The  New  Dramatic  Chronicle,  "And  some  of 
the  films  will  have  San  Francisco  or  Bay  Area  runs  immediately  or  very  soon  af- 
terward, which  is  great." 

A hard-hitting,  unsparing  Australian  film  about  a young  girl  and  her  troubled 
summer  of  1957  opens  the  four  day  festival.  CELIA,  by  award-winning  filmmaker 
Ann  Turner,  has  gotten  a lot  of  attention  at  other  events,  especially  the  prestig- 
ious Berlin  Film  Festival. 

Sharing  the  opening  evening  will  be  a rare  film  from  East  Germany  (German 
Democratic  Republic).  WINTER  ADE,  by  Helke  Misselwitz  (see  photo  below),  is 
a provocative  series  of  vignettes  and  interviews  with  women  of  all  ages  and  pro- 
fessions during  a train  journey  through  the  GDR. 

ON  SCREEN  pays  tribute  to  women  conductors,  composers  and  lyricists  on 
Saturday,  January  13  from  11  AM  to  1 PM.  "Unsung  Heroines:  Women 
Making  Music"  will  be  moderated  by  Bay  Area  vocalist/lyricist  M.J.  Lallo 
Joining  her  will  be  Lyn  Benjamin,  director  of  Film  and  TV  Repertory  for  the 
ASCAP,  the  professional  composers  guild:  Wendy  Blackstone,  who  scored 
TEATRO,  LODZ  GHETTO,  DANCE  OF  HOPE  (in  the  Festival,  see  below);  along 
with  composer  Suzanne  Clanl  (MOTHER  TERESA,  INCREDIBLE  SHRINKING 
WOMAN);  songwriter  Tena  Clark  (TWINS,  POLICE  ACADEMY);  lyricist  Pamela 
Philllps-Oland  (BURGLAR,  COMING  TO  AMERICA,  FAME);  and  Shirley 
Walker,  orchestrator/conductor  for  BATMAN,  BLACK  RAIN,  and  the  forthcoming 
BIRD  ON  A WIRE. 

Academy  award-winning  director  Deborah  Shaffer  (for  WITNESS  TO  WAR) 
will  be  represented  by  her  powerful  DANCE  OF  HOPE,  a 1989  documentary 
about  a dance  performed  by  Chilean  women  to  protest  loss  or  disappearance  of 
family  members.  Music  is  by  rock  star  STING.  DANCE  OF  HOPE  will  then 
move  to  the  Mission's  YORK  THEATRE  for  a limited  run. 

Other  films  on  the  weekend  are  Meridity  Monk's  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  a medieval 
tale  of  plague  and  war;  Chicago  Film  Festival  winner  LYN  LIFSHIN:  NOT  MADE 
OF  GLASS,  by  Mary  Ann  Lynch;  Canadian  Donna  Read's  documentary  on  the 
history  of  women's  spirituality  GODDESS  REMEMBERED;  and  Shaon  Greytak's 
HEARING  VOICES,  in  which  a model  is  recovering  from  the  implications  of  an  il- 
eostomy. (What's  THAT,  you  say?  Well,  it’s  an  elective  surgery  that  taps  into 
the  last  section  of  the  small  intestine.) 

Also:  Sandy  Wilson's  AMERICAN  BOY  FRIEND;  Italian  Francesca  Archibugi's 
MIGNON  E PARTITA;  futurist  Lynn  Wegenka's  BIRTHRIGHT;  and  the  world  pre- 
miere of  a pro-choice  documentary  WITH  A VENGEANCE.  A program  of  film 
and  video  shorts  by  Bay  Area  women  directors  will  also  be  screened. 


From  Page  1 

TROUBLE  and  STRIFE 

Packs  Whallop  With  Original 
Women's  Works 

- by  Michael  Dingle 

Trouble  & Strife,  an  all-women  theatre  ensemble 
from  London  performs  their  two  critically  acclaimed 
plays,  NOW  AND  AT  THE  HOUR  OF  OUR 
DEATH  and  NEXT  TO  YOU  I LIE,  at  the  Mission  Cultural 
Center,  2868  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  opening 
Wednesday,  January  24  and  playing  through  February  10  (with 
possible  l-week  extension).  These  are  Trouble  & Strife's  first  U.S.  West 
Coast  appearances. 

NOW  AND  AT  THE  HOUR  OF  OUR  DEATH,  inspired  by  Nell  McCafferty's 
The  Armagh  Women,  is  a tightly  scripted  look  at  the  so-called  dirty  protest  in 
the  Armagh  Jail  in  Northern  Ireland  in  1980,  when  30  women  Republican 
prisoners,  in  an  attempt  to  regain  political  prisoner  status,  were  locked  up  for 
23  hours  a day,  refusing  to  slop  out  their  cells  or  bathe  for  over  a year. 
Through  the  eyes  of  four  women  who  share  adjoining  cells,  Trouble  & Strife's 
production  explores  the  relationships  between  violence  and  pacifism,  femi- 
nist solidarity  versus  the  male-dominated  hierarchy  of  armies,  capturing  their 
strength,  humor  and  courage  in  this  intense  situation. 

NEXT  TO  YOU  I LIE  is  a refreshing  and  thought-provoking  attempt  to 
highlight  the  moral  issues  that  surround  the  pornography  industry,  how  it  de- 
grades women,  dehumanizes  sex,  and  can  ruin  relationships.  Seen  through 
the  eyes  of  a model,  her  mother,  her  agent,  and  her  best  friend  (whose  boy- 
friend is  addicted  toporn  magazines),  Next  To  You  I Lie  is  the  story  of  a 
young  girl’s  experience  in  the  "glamour"  industry.  Drawn  from  months  of  re- 
search and  interviews  with  people  both  in  and  affected  by  the  industry, 
Trouble  & Strife's  script  uses  real  characters  instead  of  a soapbox  to  demol- 
ish all  of  the  arguments  for  pornography  with  disturbing  immediacy. 

Trouble  & Strife  was  founded  in  1984  in  Cambridge,  England  to  rectify  the 
complete  absence  of  an  arena  for  women’s  acting,  directing  and  writing. 

Soon  after  forming  they  performed  at  the  Edinburgh  Fringe  Festival  in  1985, 
winning  a Fringe  First  Award.  In  May  1989,  they  performed  Now  And  At  The 
Hour  Of  Our  Death  at  the  Irish  Arts  Center  in  New  York  City  to  highest  critical 
acclaim.  The  company  members  are:  performers  Finola  Geraghty,  Maeve 
Murphy,  Gaby  Chiappe,  Caroline  Seymour,  director  Abigail  Morris,  and  ad- 
ministrator Judith  Dimant. 

Trouble  & Strife  plays  from  January  24  through  February  1 1 , Wednesday 
through  Saturday  at  8:00  PM  with  2:30  PM  Saturday  matinees  at  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center. 

Ticket  prices  are:  $15  general  admission  Frl/Sat  eves,  $12  other  perfor- 
mances. $3  off  lor  students/senlors/low  Income  & card-carrying  members  of 
The  Julian  Theatre  or  Intersection.  TROUBLE  & STRIFE'S  San  Francisco  perfor- 
mances are  presented  by  The  Julian  Theatre,  Intersection  for  The  Arts  and  The 
Mission  Cultural  Center. 

For  ticket  reservations  or  group  sales,  call  The  Julian  Theatre,  415-626-6987. 
Tickets  are  also  available  at  STBS  Ticket  Service  on  Union  Square,  and  at 
Modern  Times  Bookstore,  Valencia  and  21st  Streets,  and  at  the  door. 


Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.'s  birthday  will  be  celebrated  with  a program  that 
Includes  Karen  Thorsen’s  film  portrait  JAMES  BALDWIN:  THE  PRICE  OF  A 
TICKET;  Brazilian  Raquel  Gerber's  ORI,  which  tracks  Black  movements  In 
Brazil  and  the  Americas  via  music  and  dance,  and  a program  of  three  Aslan 
American  films:  Pam  Tom's  TWO  LIES;  Hlroko  Yamazakl's  JUXTA;  and 
Susan  Inouye's  film  starring  SF  actor  Victor  Wong,  entitled  SOLO. 

The  Festival  closes  Monday  night  at  8 PM  with  SWEETIE,  a highly  acclaimed, 
darkly  ironic  tragi-comedy  by  Australian  Jane  Campion,  about  an  emotionally  dis- 
turbed sensualist  and  her  withdrawn,  repressed  sister. 


For  showtimes  for  ON  SCREEN,  call  The  Cannery  at  441-5560. 
Tickets  are  $6  per  film,  and  $20  for  the  Saturday  seminar.  To 
order  by  phone,  call  255-6367.  Send  checks  for  individual  show- 
ings or  the  seminar  to  ON  SCREEN,  Box  14263,  SF  94114. 


H*elke  Misselwitl  (smoking  cigarette)  will  be  on  hand  for  the  premiere  of  her 
film  WINTER  ADE  (GOODBYE  WINTER),  being  shown  after  the  Australian 
film  CELLA,  on  opening  night  of  A CELEBRATION  OF  WOMEN  IN  FILM,  at 
The  Cannery  on  January  12.  A seminar  on  music  for  films  will  also  be  featured 
during  the  four  day  Festival.  For  tickets,  see  above. 


What  the  critics  have  said 

about 

TROUBLE  AND  STRIFE 


THE  GUARDIAN  (London) : "I've  just  sat  through  one  of  the  most 
cfisturbing  pieces  of  theatre  I've  ever  seen  (Next  To  You  I Lie) 

Excellent  performances,  affecting  production." 
TIME  OUT  (Critics'  Choice): ". . . skilfull  mix  of  argument,  humour  and  emotion 
ensures  you  wont  receive  this  production  with  apathy  * 
20/20:  "(Next  To  You  I Lie)  - a disturbing  play  about  the  insidious  nature  of  pornography 
It's  a beautifully  realised,  thoughtfully  and  deeply  moving  work.  What  more  can  I say?  Go  I" 


IRISH  TIMES  "ALL  THE  QUALITIES  GOOD  WRITING  AND  THEATRE  SHOULD  EXPRESS  * 


AT  THE  MISSION  CULTURAL  CENTER 
2868  MISSION  STREET 
San  Francisco 

(near  24th  Street  BART  stop.  Free  evening  parking  in  City  lot  at  22nd  & 
Bartlett,  just  off  Mission) 

FOR  TICKETS  AND  FURTHER  INFORMATION:  415-626-8986 


THE  POWER  OF 
THE  ART 


- Isabel  Allende 

TO  OUR  READERS  - 

With  this  issue  of  THE  NEW  DRAMATIC  CHRONICLE,  we  begin  the  se- 
rialization of  author  Isabel  Allende’s  THE  POWER  OF  THE  ART,  a speech 
given  to  artists  and  arts  workers  at  the  1989  Congress  of  the  Arts,  meet- 
ing to  discuss  The  Art  of  Power"  in  San  Jose.  California  on  November 
17.  She  made  the  text  of  the  speech  available  to  any  member  of  the 
California  Confederation  of  the  Arts,  a statwide  advocacy  organization,  and 
to  elected  officials  of  the  state,  for  distribution  to  the  public.  (The  Congress 
covered  many  topics,  and  inventor  Steve  Wozniak  was  awarded  the 
Leonardo  da  Vinci  Award  for  his  contribution  to  the  arts,  through  generous 
donations  to  many  organizations,  including  the  Children’s  Hands-On  Museum  in  San 
Jose.) 

Ms.  Allende's  words,  we  feel,  make  clear  that  to  play,  to  make  music,  to  write  and  tell 
stories,  to  paint,  and  to  make  beauty  with  our  hands  and  minds  is  a basic  need  of  hu- 
mans. Among  a lot  of  gab  sessions  on  The  Power  of  the  Press."  The  Power  of  the 
Politicians,"  The  Power  of  the  (this  or  that)"  it  was  good  to  have  someone  take  the  mys- 
tery out  of  the  mis-used  word  "ART,"  and  make  clear  that  it  - the  word  and  the  pleasure  - 
belongs  to,  indeed  is  necessary  to,  each  and  every  one  of  us.  Since  she  spoke  to  us,  of 
course,  the  party  of  her  husband’s  murderers  has  been  voted  out  of  power  in  Chile.  It  is 
appropriate  that  DANCE  OF  HOPE,  a film  made  about  that  political  campaign,  is  showing 
here  this  month  as  part  of  Women  In  Film  (see  story,  photo  on  pages  1 and  2).  No  one 
can  bring  back  the  many  artists  who  died  during  that  dreadful  Pinochet  era,  but  for  those 
who  had  almost  lost  hope,  the  dancing  and  the  music  can  begin  once  again. 

Over  the  next  six  months  you’ll  get  the  full  talk  if  you  become  a Julian  Theatre  member, 
by  contributing  to  our  25th  season  campaign  (see  coupon -on  back  page).  If  you  dont 
have  the  patience  to  get  it  in  monthly  doses,  call  us  and  we  can  make  a copy  available  to 
members,  teachers,  etc.  for  the  cost  of  copying. 

HAPPY  READING! 

THE  POWER  OF  THE  ART 

Art  is  to  humankind  what  dreams  are  to  individuals.  In  dreams 
we  wander  in  a no-man’s  land,  where  all  rules  are  abolished. 
Dreams  undog  the  mind  of  the  fog  and  the  noise  of  the  world, 
they  dear  our  thoughts  and,  if  we  learn  to  pay  attention,  they 
teach  us  about  ourselves.  They  speak  to  us  with  those  inner  voices 
that  cannot  be  silenced,  mingling  the  facts  of  our  daily  lives  with 
their  images  in  the  psyche. 

For  milleniums  dreams  have  been  studied  and  interpreted  in  an  attempt  to 
decipher  the  invisible  reality  that  surrounds  us,  to  overcome  the  conventions  of 
time  and  the  limits  of  space,  understand  the  past,  guess  the  future  and  acquire 
some  knowledge  about  the  present.  If  we  are  not  allowed  to  dream  we  perish, 
suffocated  by  unthought  thoughts,  unspoken  words  and  unexorcized  demons. 

In  the  same  way  that 
dreams  are  revelations  of 
the  soul,  art  is  a revelation 
of  the  collective  human 
soul.  Other  animal  species 
are  believed  to  dream  also, 
but  only  human  beings 
create  art.  Humankind 
and  civilization  would  not 
be  possible  without  art. 

Archeologists  have  exca- 
vated ruins  that  offer  a 
glimpse  of  Paleolithic  and 
Neolithic  eras.  Not  much 
is  left  on  the  surface  of  the 
earth  of  our  ancestors,  but 
sometimes  a message  finds 
its  way  across  the  labyrinth 
of  time,  like  an  arrow  flung 
from  a remote  memory  to 
our  consciousness.  These  messages  are  painted  on  the  walls  of  a cave,  engraved 
in  a stone,  molded  in  clay  or  carved  in  wood  miraculously  preserved;  or  maybe 
they  are  hidden  in  the  beautiful  shape  of  a musical  instrument,  or  in  immortal 
myths,  universal  legends  and  wise  folktales.  When  nothing  else  remains,  when 
the  spoils  of  war,  the  treasures  of  kings  and  the  walls  of  mighty  cities  have  been 
reduced  to  ashes,  sometimes  a work  of  art  survives.  In  spite  of  the  cataclysms 
that  turn  the  earth  upside  down,  the  systematic  destruction  by  innumerable  gen- 
erations of  warriors,  the  whims  of  the  weather  and  the  consequences  of  obliv- 
ion, a work  of  art  reaches  us  intact,  bringing  us  a gift  from  the  past.  These  mes- 
sages tell  us  about  ourselves  and  our  journey  through  history;  they  reveal  the 
struggles,  fears  and  hopes,  the  deities  and  the  ways  of  life  of  the  people  who 
created  that  art. 

In  ten  thousand  years,  when  the  planet  may  have  recovered  from  so  many 
outrageous  offenses,  and  when  evolution  may  have  transformed  our  human 
shape  to  a perfect  compact  bundle  which  will  never  suffer  pain,  fatigue  or  dete- 
rioration, and  whose  only  mission  will  be  to  explore  the  senses  and  guard  the 
breath  of  life  on  earth,  while  the  mind  travels  to  the  galaxies  to  meet  the  angels, 
then  the  main  reminiscenses  of  our  civilization  will  probably  be  a collection  of 
art,  preserved  in  some  invulnerable  vault  floating  in  sidereal  space.  Those  ob- 
jects will  tell  future  generations  and  other  intelligent  creatures  beyond  the  Milky 
Way  about  us.  They  will  speak  for  themselves  and  for  us  in  a clear  language 
that  will  overcome  prejudice  and  distances.  All  the  rest,  symbols  of  our  greed 
for  power  and  illusion  of  immortality,  will  be  forgotten,  but  those  objects  will  re- 
main to  prove  that  we  existed  and  that  we  hoped  to  transcend. 

(To  continue.) 

Next  month:  Which  treasures  should  be  preserved?) 


High  school  graduation  photograph, 
Anoka,  Minnesota,  1960.  Member, 
Young  Republicans. 

(Don't  ask  why  we  printed  this.) 


JULIAN 
THEATRE 
TURNS  25 
IN  90 


City's  second  oldest  live  theatricalorganization 
plans  year  of  surprises  and  homecomings  involving  its 

famous  and  not-so-famous  alums 

DIRECTOR  TALKS  TO  HIMSELF 

(From  the  Editor:  It's  hard  to  write  about  one's  own  organization  without  seeming  to  brag.  We 
therefore  openly  admit  to  bragging  about  the  accomplishments  of  The  Julian  Theatre  (the  pub- 
lisher of  this  paper),  which  has  been  making  plays  in  San  Francisco  and  sometimes  on  tour 
throughout  California,  continuously  since  mid-1965.  But  on  the  last  day  of  the  1980's,  Robin 
Williams  was  on  a "60  Minutes"  repeat  - what  a thing  to  be  doing  New  Year's  Eve,  huh?  - and 
he  interviewed  himself  about  his  evening's  comedy  performance  while  driving  to  the  next  one. 

If  he  can  do  it,  I (We)  can  do  it.  Sometimes  it's  good  to  talk  to  oneself.  So  here  goes. 

Incidentally,  Richard's  book  - "Making  Plays  And  Meaning  It,”  will  be  published  in  late  1990,  if 
he  gets  a grant  to  pay  his  rent  while  working  on  it.) 

FOR  NEW  DRAMATIC  CHRONICLE  (Richard  Reineccius) 

FOR  THE  JULIAN  THEATRE  (Richard  Reineccius) 

NDC:  So  what  are  you  doing  first,  for  your  25th  year? 

RR:  Actually,  we're  presenting  a women's  group  from  Ireland  and  England,  named 
TROUBLE  AND  STRIFE,  not  our  own  production  at  all.  You’re  covering  them  in  an- 
other story,  so  I won't  rattle  on  - except  that  I like  what  they’ve  said  about  themselves 
in  print:  "We  want  to  encourage  a new  type  of  theatre.  We're  more  like  a band  than  a 
theatre  company  - we  don’t  have  floating  employees  . . . We  see  each  performance  as 
a dialogue  with  the  audience  on  stage,  then  afterwards  in  the  bar  - if  that  is  going  to 
work  you  can't  be  hectoring  or  dogmatic.  If  you  want  to  make  someone  feel  responsi- 
ble then  it's  no  good  making  them  feel  guilty  or  stupid."  It's  exactly  what  I and  the 
others  who  started  The  Juliantalked  about  back  in  1965  on  Julian  Street,  which  for 
some  reason  is  officially  named  an  Avenue,  right  here  in  The  Mission,  and  it's  what 
we've  tried  to  do  ever  since. 

NDC:  And  then? 

RR:  Ed  Bullins,  who’s  been  a Playwright-In-Residence,  whatever  that  means,  with  us 
for  the  past  several  years,  has  his  own  theatre  company  in  Emeryville,  the  BMT 
Theatre,  and  we're  co-producing  his  wonderful  play  IN  THE  WINE  TIME,  the  first 
of  his  very  successful  "20TH  CENTURY  CYCLE."  We’ve  done  some  of  the  others  in 
the  past,  but  this  one,  which  I think  is  his  best,  has  never  been  done  in  the  Bay  Area  - 
NDC:  What  do  you  . . . 

RR  (ignoring  question):  It's  a very  important  play  right 
now.  About  poor  kids,  African-Americans  in  this  play,  but 
they  could  be  the  kids  in  my  home  town  on  the  Rum  River 
in  Minnesota  — doing  drugs,  drinking  wine  - because  they 
see  no  hope  in  the  situation  around  them.  Their  only  way 
out,  they  think,  is  to  join  the  military  - the  Navy,  in  this 
case  — only  to  find  even  greater  troubles.  Yet  it’s  a hope- 
ful, funny  and  a very  musical  play,  too.  But  I'm  sorry,  I in- 
terrupted you,  I have  that  habit . . . 

NDC:  Oh,  just  about  this  word  "Success."  What  do  you 
mean  by  it?  Bullins'  plays  have  never  scored  a hit  on 
Broadway  or  in  the  Regional  Repertory  theatres,  how  do 
you  define  . . . 

RR:  Look,  the  best  example  to  point  out  right  now  is 
Vaclav  Havel.  His  plays  are  very  important,  but  they've 
been  banned  in  his  own  country,  and  theatres  in  the  West 
haven't  been  featuring  them  - though  they'll  all  probably 
schedule  one  now  that  he's  a big  deal  — yet  they're  "suc- 
cessful," aren't  they?  Joe  Papp  tried  to  talk  Havel  into  de- 
fecting, to  live  in  New  York,  you  know  that?  Ed's  plays 
are  very  good,  but  he's  been  censored  in  another  manner, 
by  the  funders,  and  the  administrators,  afraid  to  offend  the 
people  they  perceive  to  be  the  "arts  audience."  I like  what  (critic/director)  Harold 
Clurman  said:  "A  play  is  a success  when  it  reaches  and  entertains  the  audience  for 
which  it  isinitially  addressed."  Havel  insisted  on  staying,  to  say  absolutely  what  he 
needed  to  say.  Ed  is  trying  to  save  kids,  and  their  parents  — that's  who  we  want  to 
play  to.  He's  re-writing,  to  bring  in  the  drugs  and  music  of  choice  in  1990. 

NDC:  When  does  it  open? 

RR:  It'll  actually  open  in  the  East  Bay  on  February  3,  at  Contra  Costa  College,  then 
play  for  a month  at  the  BMT  in  Emeryville,  opening  there  February  16  - my  birthday! 

- before  we  bring  it  to  town,  hopefully  at  the  New  College  auditorium  where  we’ve 
been  working  mostly  these  past  two  years. 

NDC:  What  else  is  coining  up? 

RR:  Too  much  to  list  — were  running  out  of  space,  aren't  we?  We're  trying  to  get 
rights  to  Larry  Brown's  book  DIRTY  WORK,  which  is  due  to  be  an  American 
Playhouse  production  later  this  year.  We've  got  some  plays  by  Tomson  Highway,  a 
wonderful  Canadian  Indian  playwright,  and  we  hope  to  propose  to  do  them  with  the 
American  Indian  Center  here.  Lots  more  - I’m  going  to  put  a new  engine  in  my 
daughter's  '74  Super  Beetle,  on  stage  - we'll  call  it  "Bug  Fix”  and  have  "guest  mechan- 
ics" and  a couple  actors  playing  people  who  happen  by.  Kind  of  a new  "Volks- 
Theater"  genre. 

NDC:  That's  funny! 

RR:  We'll  make  Narda’s  (daughter's  name,  Ed.)  car  famous,  anyway.  Then  she  can 
polish  it  up  and  sell  it  to  pay  her  tuition  at  UCLA.  We'll  auction  it  off,  and  The  Julian 
will  get  the  difference  betweena  fair  price  and  what  it  brings.  Know  anyone  who'd 
want  it? 

NDC:  I don't  know  anybody  with  money. 

RR:  After  that  I'll  clean  out  my  desk  and  files  on  stage,  and  sell  off  old  posters  and 
plays.  Oh,  and  we're  planning  a late-night  show  with  Intersection  called 
"EMERGENCY!  976 " in  which  audience  can  pay  for  the  calls  and  . . . 

NDC:  We'll  have  to  stop  here.  Thanks  for  sharing  . . . 

(SEE  PAGE  2 FOR  MAILING  COUPON,  TO  GET  MORE  INFORMATION  ON 
THE  JULIAN  THEATRE'S  UPCOMING  YEAR) 


RICHARD'S  ALMANAC  — 

An  almanac,  I read  in  the  dictionary,  is  supposed  to  be  about 
dates.  (I'll  resist  the  cheap  joke  about  not  having  any,  etc.) 

Since  October  17,  I’ve  been  popping  wide  awake  before  five 
every  morning,  ready  to  greet  the  latest  of  the  earthquakes 
(which  are  mercifully  softened  in  name  to  "aftershocks"),  that 
tended  to  like  that  time  of  day.  Seismologists  have  agreed  with 
whoever  or  whatever  makes  the  shakes  --  just  before  dawn  and 
just  before  dusk  are  favored  times,  sort  of  like  when  you  dream  of 
the  horrors  of  the  day  just  before  you  wake,  or  daydream  of  how 
your  day's  been,  or  what  you  face  at  home  at  the  end  of  a day  of 
work,  when  what  you  really  want  to  do  is  sleep.  On  the  farm 
where  I grew  up,  I had  to  get  up  that  early,  and  I'm  again  starting  to  enjoy 
watching  the  sun  rise  every  day.  There  are  palm  trees  outside  my  window  now, 
while  in  winter  then,  there  were  barren  boxelders  and  a few  pines  my  father  had 
planted  as  a kid.  He  and  I planted  some  more,  to  serve  as  a windbreak,  and 
now  they're  big. 

THE  BEST  THINGS  IN  LIFE  ARE  FREE 

Besides  the  sunrise  and  aftershocks,  there  are  other  good  things  that  time  of 
day.  On  the  early  morning  news,  before  the  censors  in  the  advertising  depar- 
ments  are  awake,  you  learn  the  most  interesting  things.  Did  you  notice,  for  in- 
stance, that  Nicolae  Ceausescu  in  Romania  was  a British  knight  (just  like 
Ronald  Reagan)  until  the  day  after  they  chased  him  out  of  the  palace?  Right. 
Margaret  Thatcher  snatched  it  back,  saying  something  about  being  deceived  by 
him.  Newsweek  On  Air,  which  plays  really  early  on  weekends,  had  a clever 
song  lyric  - new  words  to  "The  Sunny  Side  of  the  Street":  "If  I never  have  a 
dime,  I'll  be  rich  as  . . . Mit-su-bi-shi."  Pretty  good. 

I'm  a news  junkie.  Weekends  are  when  I live.  Saturday  mornings  on  KALW 
(91 .7  FM)  I listen  to  Scott  Simon  on  "Weekend  Edition"  starling  at  5 AM  and  re- 
peating at  7.  He  can  make  you  laugh  and  cry  over  the  news,  sometimes  sev- 
eral times  in  two  hours.  Sundays  it's  Charles  Kuralt  on  TV:  "Sunday  Morning"  is 
usually  the  best  news  show  of  the  week.  It's  at  7 AM,  sometimes  at  6 if  football 
is  overscheduled,  and  it's  90  minutes.  A little  too  Euro-Centric,  they  hardly  no- 
ticed that  Africa  and  South  America  had  had  some  problems  during  the  '80's  in 
their  wrap-up  on  12/31 . Following  him  is  Barbara  Rodgers  with  "Bay  Sunday" 
on  Channel  5.  She’s  certainly  the  best  thing  to  come  along  in  TV  journalism  in 
the  decade  --  pulls  no  punches  whatsoever,  not  even  a tiny  bit  --  in  her  ques- 
tions or  her  choice  of  guests.  First  rate  - a half  hour  at  8:30  Sundays.  Cecil 
Williams  is  on  sometime  in  the  early  morning,  and  he's  looking  and  sounding 
better  than  he  did  a couple  years  back. 

Next  month  we're  going  to  name  our  own  heroes  and  jerks  of  the  past  dec- 
ade and  a half.  The  '80's  really  started  in  the  mid-70's,  of  course.  One  real 
hero  who  died,  and  nobody  mentioned  him  on  New  Year's  Eve,  was 
Buckminster  Fuller.  We'll  run  some  exerpts  from  his  NO  MORE  SECOND- 
HAND GOD  and  other  writings.  I'd  quote  him  now,  but  I can’t  find  the  book  -- 
did  you  borrow  it,  by  any  chance?  Bring  it  back!  Bring  him  back! 

Next  month,  we'll  also  talk  about  finding  THERE  - twice  - in  Oakland. 
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A Benefit  for  Tuscaror^  inui.m 

Eddie  Hatcher 


Conic  Donee  With  Us 
For  He  Will  Snow  Us  Someimiuj 

Thursday  Night,  January  11th,  8:30  p.m 

Ashkenaz  Dance  Club 
1317  San  Pablo,  Berkeley 

AMADAFAIR 

A 14-hand  Afro-Euro,  Jazzy-Funk  band 

(formerly  known  as  the  Uptones ) 


o° 


Horns.  Keyboards.  Drums.  Vocals 

Special  Guests: 

Max  Ventura  — Acoustic  Guitar 
Will  Scarlett  — Harmonica 
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fourth  Carolina  s Flight  from  Justice 
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TO  THE  NEW  DRAMATIC  CHRONICLE 
C/O  THE  JULIAN  THEATRE 
Box  41-1015,  San  Francisco  94141 

/ / I'm  sending  you  $25  as  contribution  to  help  you  play  and  publish 

for  the  25th  straight  year!  I understand  you'll  mail  me  the  NDC 
monthly,  and  that  I'll  get  a card  to  carry  in  my  wallet,  to  get  discounts  to 
all  the  shows  The  Julian  produces  from  now  to  12  months  from  now. 

/ / Here’s  some  more  money:  $ as  a tax-deductible  con- 

tribution. Keep  up  the  good  work.  Don't  do  anything  bad. 

Here's  my  Address  and  Phone  Number  (phone  optional): 


SURPRISES  WE  CAN  DO 
(OR  DO  WITHOUT) 

BERNIE  BURNS  OUT : In  the  Monday  morning  mail  on 
December  18,  we  received  a very  short  note  from  SF 
Chronicle  theatre  critic  Bernard  Weiner  saying  "I'm  burned 
out  on  this  job"  and  announcing  his  resignation  as  of  March  3 
this  year.  I called  him  to  admonish  him  for  surprising  us  all 
like  that  without  our  permission.  "You  won't  have  me  to  kick 
you  around  any  more,"  he  said,  which  is  a good  line  (if  I got  it 
correct).  Bernie  is,  and  we  hope  will  remain,  a friend  of  small 
theatre  in  the  Bay  Area.  He  didn't  have  to  go  to  all  the  shows 
he  did  these  many  years,  and  his  editor  probably  wishes  he 
hadn't.  "It's  a terrible  job,  you  have  to  see  so  many  terrible  things  that  should 
never  have  been  written  in  the  first  place,"  said  ex-critic  Stanley  Eichelbaum, 
on  learning  of  the  resignation. 

Bernie  isn't  the  first  SF  Chronicle  theatre  critic  to  burn.  Mark  Twain  was  its 
first,  and  he  escaped  to  travel  to  Europe  and  the  Holy  Land,  returning  to  SF  to 
write  "The  Innocents  Abroad,"  still  a great  book. 

We  won't  repeat  any  of  Twain's  theatre  reviews,  though  they're  still  apt. 
Here's  something  he  wrote  at  the  time  about  MISSING  EARTHQUAKES: 

In  consequence  of  the  warm,  close  atmosphere  which  smothered  the  city  at  two 
o'clock  yesterday  afternoon,  everybody  expected  to  be  shaken  out  of  their  boots  by 
an  earthquake  before  night,  but  up  to  the  hour  of  our  going  to  press  the  supernatu- 
ral boot-jack  had  not  arrived  yet.  That  is  just  what  makes  it  so  unhealthy— the 
earthquakes  are  getting  so  irregular.  When  a community  get  used  to  a thing,  they 
suffer  when  they  have  to  go  without  it.  However,  the  trouble  cannot  be  remedied; 
we  know  of  nothing  that  will  answer  as  <a  substiture  for  one  of  those  convulsions— 
to  an  unmarried  man. 

Times  have  changed  a bit  in  San  Francisco.  The  jokes  aren't  much  better, 
and  the  comings  and  goings  of  quakes  and  critics  go  on,  however,  so  all  may 
be  right  with  the  world  after  all. 

Have  a good  second  half  of  your  life,  Bernie! 

On  this  page  are  some  ads  for  some  places  to  go.  The  events 
and  places  are  strongly  recommended  by  the  staff  of  The  New 
Dramatic  Chronicle  and  The  Julian  Theatre.  Go  there.  You 
won't  be  sorry  after  you've  done  so! 

Redwood  Cultural  Work  Presents 


A benefit  for  the  Middle  East- 


4 

r Pete  , + Marcel 

Seeger  Khailfe 


Ne°A 


s*  Ronnie 

Gilbert 

Friday,  January  12,  1990  8:00  PM 
Berkeley  Community  Theatre 
1930  Allston  Way 

Tickets:  SIS.  SUSO.  S21S0  (fU  /or  Sr*,  /r*.  Di tabled-  BASS  only) 

Tickets  available  at  BASSfficketmaster  Center*,  intituling  Tower,  the  Whe rehouse  and 
Weinstock's  tin  Sacramento)  or  Chargt-by-phone : BayArea  4LS/762-BASS’ San  Jose  40 MUSS- 
BASS  • Sacramento  9W923-BASS- North  Bay  707/762-BASS'Ereeno  209/226-BASS 

Tickets  also  available  at  Mama  Bear’s  ( service  charge  added),  Arabic  Book  Center, 
Cafe  Nidal,  Peninsula  Peace  Center,  Pachamama  and  Redwood  Cultural  Work. 
For  more  information  call  415/428-9191  or  415/548-0542 


Arabic  Book  Center 


5WEE7 
DREAM. 
BABY ! 
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A TRAFFIC 


SOLUTION 


- by  Mayor  Art  Agnos 


Now  that  the  holiday  season  is  over  and 
we  have  launched  the  new  decade,  it  is 
time  to  concentrate  on  solving  the  every 
day  problems  that  impact  the  quality  of  life 
in  our  neighborhoods. 

During  the  80’s  San  Franciscans  have 
witnessed  deteriorating  traffic  and  parking 
conditions.  Convinced  that  part  of  the 
problem  stemmed  from  the  uncoordinated 
approach  the  city  took  toward  traffic  con- 
trol, I strongly  supported  a ballot  measure 
that  would  allow  us  to  bring  all  traffic 
matters  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a single 
department 

Proposition  D,  sponsored  by  Supervi- 
sor Harry  Britt,  called  for  the  creation  of  a 
new  Department  of  Traffic  and  Parking.  It 
was  passed  by  the  voters  in  November 
1988. 

Last  year  my  administration  worked  to 
remove  various  bureaucratic  roadblocks  to 
the  new  department.  In  June,  I appointed  a 
five-member  Parking  and  Traffic  Commis- 
sion to  replace  the  Parking  Authority  whose 
jurisdiction  had  been  limited  to  manage- 
ment of  city-owned  parking  garages  and 
the  off-street  parking  fund. 

The  new  commission  will  oversee 
management  of  all  off-street  parking  func- 
tions, including  lots  run  by  the  Recreation 


and  Park  Department,  the  Port  and  the 
Redevelopment  Agency. 

Instead  of  traffic  control  being  dispersed 
among  eight  government  agencies,  it  will 
be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  one  department.  \ 

The  Traffic  and  Parking  Commission! 
conducted  a nationwide  search  to  find  the 
best  possible  candidate  to  head  that  depart- 
ment. And  this  month  Rina  Culler  will 
come  on  board  to  serve  as  executive  direc- 
tor of  the  department,  which  we  expect  to 
have  fully  functional  before  the  end  of  the 
year. 

The  new  department  will  centralize 
management  of  all  city  off-street  parking 
lots,  residential  permit  parking,  traffic  signs, 
signals,  parking  meters  and  curb  marking. 
It  will  have  jurisdiction  over  the  city’f  '5 
traffic  engineers  and  215  parking  conu 
officers. 

Creation  of  the  new  department  in  no 
way  alters  the  city’s  transit  first  policy.  Wc 
will  continue  to  improve  MUNI  and  are 
proceeding  with  plans  to  extend  public 
transit  routes  into  Mission  Bay  and  along 
the  Embarcadero  to  Fisherman’s  Wharf. 

B ut  we  also  recognize  that  the  vitality  of 
neighborhood  shopping  streets  requires 
adequate  access  by  auto  as  well  as  by  fool 
and  transit.  Active  neighborhood  commer- 


cial sec  tors  arc  key  components  of  the  small 
business  community  that  contributes  so 
much  to  our  economic  base.  The  availabil- 
ity of  neighborhood  serving  shops  is  also  an 
essential  quality  of  life  factor  for  local 
residents. 

Given  the  small  size  of  our  city  and  the 
large  number  of  automobile  owners,  it  is 
not  physically  possible  to  provide  a parking 
space  for  every  driver  when  and  where  he 
or  she  wants  iL  That  means  that  lime  limits 
on  parking  meters,  which  must  be  vigor- 
ously enforced  to  be  effective,  will  con- 
tinue to  be  a way  of  life.  Most  motorists 
understand  that  rules  must  be  established 
and  obeyed.  The  new  Traffic  and  Parking 
Department  will  dedicate  itself  to  making 
the  rules  logical  and  enforcement  fair. 

Recently  I refused  to  sign  “Denver  Boot” 
legislation  introduced  by  Supervisor  Tom 


Hsich . The  bool  is  a heavy  metal  clamp  that 
locks  onto  the  back  wheel  of  a vehicle  to 
prevent  it  from  being  driven.  Supervisor 
Hsich  maintained  imposition  of  the  boot  on 
vehicles  with  10  or  more  unpaid  parking 
tickets  would  raise  revenues  for  the  city. 

I,  on  the  other  hand,  want  all  new  park- 
ing enforcement  proposals  thoroughly 
evaluated  by  the  new  Traffic  and  Parking 
Commission.  Evaluation  of  the  boot  should 
include  consideration  of  the  negative  im- 
pact that  lock  ing  overtime  or  il  legally  parked 
cars  in  place  might  have  on  traffic  flow. 

Improving  revenue  collection  is  not  the 
primary  goal  of  the  Traffic  and  Parking 
Department.  The  department's  primary 
goal  is  to  improve  parking  opportunities 
and  traffic  flow,  which,  in  turn,  will  im- 
prove the  quality  of  life  in  our  neighbor- 
hoods. A piecemeal  approach  won’t  work. 
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1089  Valencia  Street  (Near  22nd)  o San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Telephone  (415)  641-8396 
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a refusal  often  offends. 


SERVICE  IS 
OUR  MOTTO. 

(SOME  TIMES) 


501-  Valencia 
x 

16th  Street 


VICIOUS  GUARD  DOG 
NOW  ON  DUTY 
(OWNER  IS  MEAN,  TOO) 


OPEN  6am  — 2am 

NO  MINORS 
.AFTER  11P.M. 
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MONEY 

FOR 

COLLEGE. 

Regardless  of  your  income,  GPA  and  test  scores,  you  are  eligible  for 
little-known  sources  of 

• scholarships  • grants 

• fellowships  • special  awards 

• work-study  • low  and  no-interest  loans 

• and  many  other  private  and  public  programs 
you've  probably  never  even  heard  about. 

given  by 

• foundations  • unions 

• trust  funds  • corporations 

• memorials  • alumni  groups 

• philanthropies  • fraternal  and  social  clubs 

• government  agencies  • professional  associations 

• religious  and  civic  groups  • business  and  trade  organizations 

• and  many  other  private  and  public  organizations 
you've  also  probably  never  heard  about. 

We  will  provide  you  with  a complete  personal  listing  identifying  all  the 
money  you  will  need  for  your  college  education— everything  from 
grants  and  scholarships  to  tax-deduction  strategies 

Ss*fll  (415)  931-1917 

■ m . SERVICE 


y 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 


For  more  information  call  552-0825 


CASA  VALENCIA 


FELIX  MATTA 
IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Puerto  Rican  Killer  Bees 
Defeat  US  Navy 

— By  Manuel  (Quique)  Davila 

or  me,  it  was  a privilege  to  witness  a 
historical  event  in  the  making,  with  the  visit  of 
Felix  Malta  to  San  Francisco  this  past 
November  17th.  Mr.  Matta  coordinates  the 
efforts  of  Vieques  Great  Council  to  rescue 
lands  in  Vieques,  Puerto  Rico,  from  the  US 
Navy.  His  presence  here  was  part  of  a US  tour 
to  request  material  and  financial  support  for 
the  construction  and  development  of  "Monte 
Carmelo",  267  acres  of  land  rescued  from  the 
US  Navy.  Talking  to  a mixed  crowd  at  Capp 
Street  Center  (362  Capp  St.,  S.F.)  Matta 
related  the  vicissitudes  of  his  people,  the 
people  of  Vieques  and  Puerto  Rico. 

Vieques,  as  well  as  Culebra,  are  municipal 
islands  of  Puerto  Rico.  Both  are  located  in 
the  Caribbean  Sea,  a few  miles  east  of  Puerto 
Rico.  The  people  of  Culebra,  however, 
managed  to  get  the  US  Navy  off  their  land  ten 
years  ago.  Since  World  War  II,  a series  of  con- 
frontations between  the  US  Navy  and  the 
people  of  Vieques  have  taken  place.  The  ex- 
plosion of  the  USS  Iowa’s  cannon  turret, 
several  months  ago,  occurred  during  War 
games  that  use  Vieques  as  a target  for  shoot- 
ing practices  and  training  exercises. 

The  US  Navy  has  already  grabbed  over 
two  thirds  of  the  land,  that  is,  some  22,500 
acres  out  of  33,000,  ruining  the  agriculture, 
the  live  stock,  and  the  fishing  industry.  Plants 
and  animals  not  found  anywhere  else  in  the 
world  are  being  destroyed,  as  well  as  irreplace- 
able coral  reefs.  As  a result  of  serious  clashes 
between  the  US  Navy  and  the  people  of  Vie- 
ques during  the  early  80's,  dozens  of  Puerto 
Ricans  were  arrested,  among  them  Angel 
Rodriguez  Cristobal,  whose  death  in  a prison 
in  Tallahassee,  Florida  is  still  a mystery. 

Matta  remembers.. ."before  the  US  Navy 
appeared  in  Vieques  in  the  1940’s,  Vieques 
alone  by  itself  and  the  people  did  sur- 
vive...there  were  four  sugar  mills  in  operation, 
people  had  cattle  and  agriculture  was  rich, 
there  was  wealth  to  the  extent  that  people 
from  the  eastern  coast  of  Puerto  Rico  came 
to  Vieques  to  be  employed  because  un- 
employment in  Vieques  was  none."  Un- 
employment in  Vieques  is  now  60%.  In 
Vieques,  as  in  Puerto  Rico,  dependency  on 
U.S.  food  stamps  and  other  federal  aid  sour- 


ces is  high,  some  6 billion  dollars  annually. 
That’s  more  than  16  million  dollars  a day! 

The  day  to  day  reality  for  the  people  of 
Vieques  is  something  hard  to  relate  to.  Matta 
continues.J'in  Vieques  they  train  men  to  kill 
in  Vietnam,  Korea,  the  Falkland  Islands,  and 
now  in  El  Salvador.. .our  paradise  island  they 
have  converted  into  a butchers’  academy.. .in 
the  meantime  they  stockpile  tons  and  tons  of 
explosive  weapons... they  bomb  the  eastern 
end  of  the  island,  where  a bomb  or  shell  shot 
by  the  Iowa  or  by  any  other  large  US  Navy  ship 
can  create  a crater  as  wide  as  35  meters  in 
diameter,  with  a good  50  feet  deep.. .they  don’t 
stop,  they  continue  shooting  for  48  hours,  72 
hours,  weeks  and  months;  they  have  done  this 
for  48  years... I live  and  sleep,  and  my  children 
go  to  school  under  the  nightmare  of  the  shell- 
ing". 

Together  with  more  than  50  residents, 
Matta  built  homes  in  the  central  part  of  Vie- 
ques in  1976.  When  he  was  only  four  years 
old,  his  family  and  his  community  were  forced 
out  of  the  land  that  has  been  theirs. 

"In  1976  and  1978  (says  Matta)  we  were 
again  in  the  center  of  the  island  with  900  more 
acres.  It  was  a big  melee,  people  were  chased, 
I was  in  jail  myself,  but  we  managed  to  get  900 
acres  of  land  rescued.. .In  1978  again,  we  drive 
to  Monte  Carmelo  and  rescue  267  acres.  We 
already  had  accommodated  15  farmers  in  the 
mountain,  they  were  established  there.  There 
were  women,  children,  young  people,  more 
mature  people.  But  the  Admiral  and  the 
Federal  Court  came  and  they  said  that  some- 
where, somehow,  an  imaginary  land  was 
needed  and  all  those  15  families  were 
removed  by  force.  Because  of  the  stress  and 
the  pressure  and  because  I found  myself  un- 
able to  fight  back  in  Vieques  to  get  those  lands 
for  the  people,  I suffered  a heart  attack. 
Which  brought  me  to  a hospital  where  I un- 
derwent open  heart  surgery.  That  kept  me 
away  for  a while,  I had  to  come  to  Florida  to 
recover.  And  it  was  not  uptil  1986  when  I felt 
strong  enough  to  go  back  to  rescue  the  land 
for  the  people,  and  my  people  were  waiting. 
In  1986,  ’87  and  ’88  there  is  constant  struggle 
with  the  US  Navy  and  the  Federal  Court  in 
Puerto  Rico". 

But  the  Matta  family  decided  to  confront 
the  US  Navy  months  ago,  stating  that  they 
would  have  to  carry  them  out  dead,  because 
they  would  have  to  kill  them  before  they  sur- 
rendered  their  land.  Matta  and  his 
compaflera,  both  over  40  years  old,  have 
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children  12,  14, 16  and  18  year  old  . 

On  April,  15th.  of  this  year,  over  one 
hundred  unarmed  "viequenses"  forced  two 
busloads  of  armed  US  Navy  personnel  to  flee 
following  a confrontation;  the  most  recent 
clash  since  the  US  Government  began  to  ex- 
propriate parcels  of  land  in  1940. 

Neighbors  were  alerted  by  the  family  and 
they  immediately  mobilized  to  Mr.  Malta’s 
house  located  on  the  hill  that  also  bears  his 
own  nickname,  "Monte  Carmclo".  There  they 
found  24  armed  US  Navy  men  and  four 
federal  marshalls  throwing  furniture  out  of 
the  house.  The  neighbors  forced  the  US  Navy 
and  the  federal  marshalls,  who  were  armed 
with  M-16’s,  to  flee,  later  setting  fire  to  the 
buses.  When  the  US  Navy  asked  for  help,  the 
police  replied  that  they  had  no  authority  to  in- 
tervene in  federal  matters. 

Matta  relates  his  role  in  these  events,  "...I 
was  a risk  for  the  National  Defense.-.because 
I was  living  with  my  family  in  a piece  of  land  of 

Vieques  where  I was  born  and  where  all  my 
kids  were  born...well,  this  time  I was  not  four 
years  old  anymore,  like  when  they  evicted  my 
family.  I was  there  ready  to  fight".  And  fight 
he  did,  even  with  the  help  of  bees!  Yes,  Bees! 

"I  raise  bees  and,  while  those  people  were 
removing  my  things,  my  belongings  in  their 
trucks,  my  kids,  my  wife  and  I decided  to  save 
some  of  our  belongings..we  then  brought  into 
the  house  four  boxes  of  bees  and  they  went 
loose.. .that  made  our  day.. .between  20,000 
and  25,000  bees!. ..you  cannot  shoot  a 
bee. ..anytime  you  shoot  at  a bee  or  make  any 
kind  of  sudden  movement,  the  bee  will  emit 
an  ultrasonic  sound  that  will  call  more  bees  to 
the  area. ..and  that’s  what  happened  to  the 
driver  and  the  others...Monte  Carmelo  is  a 
steep  mountain,  and  that's  the  way  they 
headed!" 

These  events,  are  a dramatic  example  of 
what  the  United  States  government  has  been 
doing  in  Puerto  Rico  since  the  island  was  in- 
vaded in  1898.  Unfortunately,  the  news 
about  these  and  many  other  human  rights 
violations  in  Puerto  Rico  rarely  reach  the 
average  US  citizen.  This  happens,  not  be- 
cause Puerto  Rico  is  unimportant,  but  be- 
cause the  colonial  conditions  it  has  endured 
for  almost  one  hundred  years  under  US  rule, 
constitute  an  embarassment  to  US  interna- 
tional prestige. 

In  reality  Puerto  Rico  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance for  the  US  in  more  than  one  sense. 
Its  strategic  geopolitical  position  allows  the 
control  of  vital  maritime  routes,  including  the 
Panama  Canal,  and  the  military  edge  for  or 
against  invasions,  as  was  the  case  of  Grenada. 
Puerto  Rico  accounts  for  42%  of  all  US 
profits  earned  in  Latin  America.  50%  of  all 
US  investments  in  Latin  America  are  in  Puer- 
to Rico.  Under  Section  936  of  the  Federal  tax 
code,  the  so-called  936  companies  operating 


in  Puerto  Rico  pay  no  taxes  on  billions  of  dol- 
lars in  profits  earned  there.  But  there  is  more: 
40%  of  all  the  nickle  reserves  of  the  US  are  in 
Puerto  Rico,  and  together  with  copper 
resources  valued  in  the  billions  of  dollars,  the 
exploitation  of  these  resources  constitute  the 
latest  attack  on  Puerto  Rico’s  heritage. 

The  human  side  of  this  problem  is  enor- 
mous. Puerto  Ricans  were  made  US  citizens 
in  1917,  so  they  could  be  drafted  to  fight  US 
wars.  Thousands  of  Puerto  Ricans  fought, 
suffered  and  died  in  World  War  II,  Korea  and 
Vietnam.  There  are  200,000  Puerto  Rican 
veterans  in  the  island,  thousands  permanent- 
ly crippled  emotionally  and  physically.  A con- 
stant situation  of  chronic  unemployment  (at 
present  17%  offically,  but  really  closer  to 
35%)  has  systematically  forced  the  massive 
exodus  of  Puerto  Ricans  to  the  US  and 
throughout  the  world.  At  present,  40%  of  all 
Puerto  Ricans  live  in  the  United  States,  that 
is  some  2.5  million,  and  constitute  the  most 
disadvantaged  Latin  group  in  the  US.  The 
relationship  between  the  US  and  Puerto  Rico 
seems  cordial  on  the  surface.  In  reality,  Puer- 
to Ricans  have  never  stopped  struggling  for 
their  independence,  as  evidenced  by  periodic 
popular  uprisings.  In  1950,  a group  of  Puer- 
to Rican  patriots  led  by  Dr.  Pedro  Albizu 
Campos,  attacked  Blair  House  and  attempted 
to  kill  President  Trumman.  Many  Puerto 
Ricans  were  put  in  jail,  and  some  became  the 
oldest  political  prisoners  in  this  hemisphere, 
jailed  for  28  years,  until  1980,  when  they  were 
liberated  by  President  Carter.  At  present, 
there  are  some  25  Puerto  Rican  political 
prisoners  in  US  prisons,  including  5 women  in 
Pleasanton,  and  others  in  Lompoc,  Leaven- 
worth, Marion  and  Lexington. 

According  to  President  Bush,  in  his  State 
of  the  Union  message,  Puerto  Rico’s  relation- 
ship with  the  US  needs  to  be  resolved.  A pleb- 
iscite is  in  the  workings  by  the  Congressional 
Committee  on  Energy  and  Natural  Resour- 
ces. However,  this  will  be  the  third  time  in  less 
than  forty  years  that  Puerto  Ricans  are  asked 
to  decide  their  political  status. 

In  reality,  a plebiscite  has  never  been  held 
in  Puerto  Rico.  A plebiscite  is  a formal 
process  of  de -colonization  sanctioned  by  in- 
ternational law.  This  process  requires  that, 
prior  to  the  celebration  of  such  plebiscite,  the 
dominating  country  has  to  remove  all  military 
and  police  forces,  legal  or  covert,  to  free  all 
political  prisoners  and  to  surrender  control  of 
all  occupied  land  and  state  institutions. 

About  this,  Malta  says.. ."the  plebiscite  is 
illegal,  it  is  unconstitutional.  There  was  never 
a plebiscite  to  make  Puerto  Rico  a colony, 
there  was  never  a plebiscite  for  Vie- 
ques...today  we  request  your  help...and  of  all 
the  countries  in  the  world. ..but  most  of  all  we 
need  the  help  of  the  American  Nation". 
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518  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  California 
415-626  2924 


Featuring  the  largest  selection  of 
Marxist-Lenimst  literature 
in  Northern  California 


7&BOOK 

CENTER 


=1 

Mon. -Sat.  10  AM-6  PM 

Gift  Certificates 
We  Special  Order  Books 
Libros  en  Espanol 


LWe  specialize  in  a wide  variety  of  books  and  periodicals  on 
domestic  political  issues  and  movements  for  liberation  and 
democracy  in  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America. 


NEST  COAST  PREMIERE 


Pattes 


Moody . . . Erotic ...  A fascinating  mixture  of 
fairy  tale  and  film  noir!  —Stephen  Holden,  ny  Times 

A rich,  chewy  melodrama . . .one  of  the  most 
entertaining  pictures  in  town— A find!" 

- David  Edelstem,  N Y Post 


ONE  WEEK  ONLY 
FRI,  JAN  IP  - THURS,  JAN  £5 


YORK 


2789  24th  street  Worker  owned 
JSa  MM316  and  °Perated 


BAY  AREA  THEATRICAL  PREMIERE 

CINE  RCCION  NND  THE  VORK  THEATER  PREEENTi 

LETTERS  FROM 
THE  PARK 


ONE  WEEK  ONLY 
FRI, JAN  £<S  - THUR.FEB  1 


FIREHOUSE  1 

The  Hottest  Dance  Music  In  Town!!! 


SUNDAY 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY 


THURSDAY 


FRIDAY 


SATURDAY 


REGGAE  ROCKERS 
ROOTS  CULTURE  REGGA 

W /.  CORBETT  HARVEY  BOWERS 

FUNK,  SOUL  & DISCO 
REGGAE  DANCE  HALL 

w/  SPECIAL  GUEST  D.J 

POST-MODERN  MIX 

MINK 

RHYTHM  ZONE 

W/.  CAROL  BEVER 
DANCE  AT  THE 

ATOMIC 
CAFE' 


NO  COVER 

|316CM6thSt.  621-1617 


► 
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FRI.  JAN.  5 - WED.  JAN.  10 
7 & 9:30  pm 

SAT.  & SUN.  MATINEES  2 & 4 PM 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

BEAT 


WE  LEARN  FROM  EACH  OTHER 


NEW  MISSION  MURAL 

- by  Mary  Jane  Galbiso 

The  Leonard  R.  Flynn 
Elementary  School  recently  celebrated 
the  completion  of  a new  mural  at  the 
school’s  front  entrance.  The  mural, 
entitled  We  Learn  From  Each  Other,  was 
painted  by  artists  Raymond  Patlan  and 
Eduardo  Pineda. 

At  the  opening  ceremony  Larry  Del 
Carlo,  Director  of  the  Mayor’s  Office  of 
Community  Development,  presented 
both  muralists  and  their  supporting  crew 
with  the  Mayor’s  Proclamation  in  recog- 
nition of  their  outstanding  contribution 
to  the  arts.  San  Francisco  Arts  Comis- 
sioners  Dr.  Amalia  Mesa-Bains  and  Dan 
Genera  also  ga  /e  Patlan  and  Pineda  Cer- 
tificates of  Appreciation. 

The  public  is  invited  to  view  the  mural 
located  at  the  entrance  of  Leonard  R. 
Flynn  Elementary  School  at  the  corner  of 
Harrison  and  Army  Street. 

A ZAP  FROM  THE  TOWER  OF 
DOOM... 

^Neighborhoods  in  the  shadow  of 
Sutro  Towers  have  formed  a committee 
to  investigate  electromagnetic  radiation 
(CTIEMR)  and  the  risks  that  it  poses. 

For  some  years,  residents  in 
proximity  to  Mount  Sutro  have  been  con- 
cerned about  the  so-called  "cancer 
clusters"  - areas  where  an  abnormal  in- 
cidence of  illness,  especially  in  children, 
has  occurred. 

Last  year,  the  San  Francisco  Planning 
Commission  turned  down  an  application 
by  Sutro  Tower  Inc.  to  "turn  up  the  juice" 
and  requested  that  the  Health  Depart- 
ment assess  the  risks  of  electromagnetic 
radiation.  The  CTIEMR  is  lobbying 
public  agencies  for  closer  inspection  of 
these  risks. 

For  further  information  call  621- 
9621. 

...  AND  FROM  ZAP  TO  ZIPPY 

The  Cartoon  Art  Museum  (665 
Third  Street  in  China  Basin)  is 
celebrating  its  fifth  year  of  operation  with 
an  exhibition  of  some  of  the  most  famous 
(and  notorious)  underground  comix 
beginning  January  Ulh  and  running 
through  April. 

The  "Zap  to  Zippy"  Exhibition  will, 
according  to  director  Mary  Bisbec,  in- 


clude artwork  by  the  latter’s  Bill  Griffith 
of  Noe  Valley  as  well  as  combe  artists 
living  in  and  around  the  Mission  such  as 
Spain,  Diane  Nooman,  S.  Clay  Wilson, 
Trina  Robbins,  Paul  Mavrides  and  Jay 
Kinney. 

COLEMAN  BLASTS  "CH I LDQU ARE" 

On  December  19th,  25  of  San 
Francisco's  child-serving  agencies  held 
an  emergency  gathering  to  develop  ways 
in  which  to  impress  on  the  City  the  extent 
of  earthquake  damage  on  children. 
"We’re  not  crying  wolf  - we’re  in  real 
trouble,"  said  Ira  Okun,  director  of  the 
Family  Service  Agency. 

These  organizations  reiterated  that 
much  of  the  public  and  private  funding 
that  supports  their  activities  has  been 
diverted  to  emergency  earthquake  relief. 
"Resources  for  children  are  meager  in 
the  best  of  times,"  said  Margaret  Brod- 
kin,  Executive  Director  of  Coleman  Ad- 
vocates for  Children.  "And  these  are  not 
the  best  of  times.  The  ’childquake’  ex- 
isted prior  to  the  earthquake...  and  will 
only  be  exacerbated  by  fund  diversions. 
If  we  keep  depriving  the  kids  to  pay  for 
the  earthquake,  we’ll  be  in  very  bad 
shape." 

In  January,  Coleman  plans  to  issue  its 
second  annual  Children’s  Budget.  "This 
is  the  ruin  and  waste  in  which  many  poor 
children  must  live  every  day  of  their 
lives,"  said  Coleman  Board  member  Greg 
Day,  "ruin,  waste  and  suffering  caused  by 
the  childquake." 

THE  LITTLEST  ADDICTS 

In  a related,  but  happier 
development,  the  Women’s  Alcoholism 
Center  (WAC)  has  announced 
formation  of  a residential  recovery 
program  for  pregnant  drug-addicted 
women  and  their  infants. 

With  over  60  drug-addicted  babies 
being  born  in  San  Francisco  every  month, 
the  WAC  program  hopes  its  program  will 
minimize  the  effect  of  drug  exposure  on 
newborns  and  teach  parenting  skills  to 
low-income  women. 

The  program  has  received  a grant 
from  the  San  Francisco  Health  Depart- 
ment but  is  still  in  need  of  private  funds 
and  a house  for  the  program.  For  further 
information  about  WAC,  call  282-8900. 


Photo  by  Fuminori  Sato. 


Photo  by  M.P.R.  Howard 
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INDIAN  JUSTICE 

A.  new  degree  program  in 
American  Indian  Justice  Systems  will 
start  next  fall  at  New  College  of 
California.  The  National  Indian  Justice 
Center,  in  conjunction  with  New  College, 
will  develop  and  implement  the  program, 
which  is  funded  by  a grant  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Education. 

Abby  Abinaii  (Yurok),  who  will 
direct  the  Indian  Justice  System  Degree 
Program,  said  "This  unique  academic 
program  is  the  first  specifically  designed 
to  provide  college-trained  Indians  for  the 
courts  of  Indian  country  and  will  prepare 
students  for  careers  in  tribal  court  sys- 
tems..." 

The  program  will  include  courses  in 
Indian  Youth  and  Family  Law,  American 
Indian  Law  and  Alternative  Methods  of 
Dispute  Resolution.  The  curriculum  is 
also  designed  for  individuals  currently 
employed  in  tribal  court  systems  who 
desire  to  improve  career  opportunities. 
Some  students  may  qualify  for  "life  ex- 
perience" units  to  receive  credits  for  past 
work  experience. 

Persons  interested  in  the  program 
may  contact  New  College  of  California 
for  Information  by  directing  inquiries  to 
the  Indian  Justice  Degree  Program,  50 
Fell  Street,  San  Francisco,  California 
94102.  Telephone:  626-1694  ext.  154. 

PHONE  WARS 

TThe  Freedom  Socialist  Party 


(FSP)  and  Radical  Women  (RW),  two 
socialist  feminist  organizations,  have 
recently  received  a wave  of  hate 

messages  and  threats  against  their 
organizations  and  against  Valencia  Hall, 
their  headquarters  in  the  Mission. 

Representatives  for  the  FSP  and  RW 
believe  that  the  threats  are  characteristic 
of  white  supremacist  groups  such  as  the 
White  Aryan  Resistance  (WAR),  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan  and  the  Nazi  Skinheads. 

One  phone  message  from  a man  iden- 
tifying himself  as  a "while  warrior"  stated 
"We’ll  fucking  wipe  you  off  the  face  of  the 
earth,  1-2-3."  And  another  caller  said 
"Radical  Women...  we’re  gonna  blow 
your  place  sky-high." 

The  organizations  have  received  a 
dozen  similar  calls  since  November  27th, 
after  the  FSP  and  RW  distributed 
hundreds  of  leaflets  urging  pro-civil 
rights  forces  in  the  Bay  Area  to  call  the 
American  Voice  Retrieval,  an  answering 
service  located  in  Los  Angeles,  and 
demand  that  it  cancel  its  contract  to  lake 
messages  for  the  "hotline"  number  used 
by  WAR. 

To  help  organize  against  these 
threats,  FSP  and  RW  are  initiating  an 
Emergency  Response  Network  which, 
according  to  FSP  representative  Tom 
Boot  is  "an  immediate  step  towards 
building  a broad-based,  anti-fascist 
movement  to  protect  any  threatened  in- 
dividual, organization  or  community." 

For  further  information,  call  864- 
1278. 


24th  STREET  CLEANUP 


Congratulations  to  the  24th  Street 
revitalization  Committee  and  all  those 
involved  in  the  continuing  series  of 
volunteer  clean  up  campaigns  on  24lh 


Street  (such  as  last  month’s  effort,  pic- 
tured above).  This  type  of  grass  roots 
improvement  project  makes  the  Mission 
a better  place  to  live. 


UNCLEAR  ON  THE  DEMOLITION  CONCEPT 


(Contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Hans 
Horst  Grahlmann,  owner  of  the  Rain- 
bow Texaco  Station  at  Valencia  and 
Duboce,  the  process  of  demolishing 
buildings  in  San  Francisco  is  not  a 
covert  operation. 

Grahlmann’s  demolition  permit  ap- 
plication form  contains  the  following  in- 
struction from  Grahlmann  to  the  City 
Planning  Department:  "Note  - this 
project  is  Confidential  and  we  wish  to 
avoid  notifying  the  present  tenants  until 
all  properly  City  Departments  have  ap- 
proved of  the  conversion.  This  is  ob- 


viously to  avoid  any  tenant  problems." 

Unfortunately  for  Mr.  Grahlmann, 
all  such  permit  applications  arc  posted 
prominently  at  the  site  in  question. 
When  this  one  was  taped  in  several 
locations  on  the  Rainbow  Texaco  - Con- 
fidential note  included  - the  current  les- 
sees of  the  station  were  thereby  notified 
but  not  amused. 

The  public  hearing  scheduled  for 
January  4th  was  too  close  to  our  press 
date  to  cover  but  probably  resulted  in 
some  tenant  problems  for  the  secretive 
Mr.  Grahlmann.  More  next  month. 


Oldkh  - Out  of  Print  - Scholaklv 


524  Valencia,  S.P.,  CA  94110 
One  Block  From  16th  St.  BART 
Bought  At  Sold 
415-863-6829 

Open  Every  Day  ‘Till’  10  P.M. 


Computer  Sick? 

We  make  house  calls. 

We  not  only  build  the  best  clones  in  the  Bay  Area,  but  we  rep  air 
computers  and  peripherals.  Our  repair  service  is  based  on 
getting  you  up  and  running  as  soon  as  possible,  often  in  less 
than  24  hours 

Mention  this  ad  and  receive  a 10%  discount  on  parts  and  iaoor 

Experts  in  assisting  nonprof  its  and  small  business  — Fiji  ion 
site  ins  tallation  and  training  — Complete  system  and  network 
solutions  — Classes  — Consulting — Sen/icing  — Repair 

Noe  Valley  Computers 

Helping  people  to  use  computers 
85  29th  Street  @ San  Jose  Ave.  282-3000 


fiL'S 

COMIOS/CA RDS/TOYS  AND  MORE 

491  Guerrero  Street  @ 17th 
2 blocks  from  16th  Street/ BART 

861-1220 

j 11-7  ‘Mon-'Ihurs,  Sat  11-9  Fridays,  Sunday  11-5 

- 


MON.  - SAT.  11  AM  - 7 PM 
SUNDAY  12  - 5 

V fi4  riffrftS 

V 

l^tf?  FELINOS  5 *nr| 

yy  irf 

WINTER  ATTIRE 
FROM  THE 
40’s,  50’s  & 60’ s 

UOtfOT?  ULTIMATE  VINTAGE  CLOTHING 

VINTAGE 

clothing  3164  16THST. 

(NEXT  TO  FIREHOUSE  7)  863  s?06 

MARC  S.  JANOWITZ 

ATTORNEY 

Workers  Rights  * Tenants  Rights 

819  Eddy  St.  94109 
771-6174 


3158  Mission 

282-3325 


Beergarden 

noon-7 


Fresh  local  talent. 

You  can  talk 

and  dance. 


Eskimo 

Greg's  last  stand 

A Subtle  Plague 
Paul  Siegel 


’ Goodbye 
Gemini 

Papa  Wheelie 


Jan.  13 


Watch  Out 

Popstitutes 


27  Paul  Collins 

and  the  Beat 

Zsa  Zsa  House 
The  Basics 
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LATIN  MUSIC,  INCLUDING  BRAZILIAN  JAZZ  AND  SALSA 
12  PIECE  ORCHESTRA 

The  largest  Nightclub  in  San  Francisco 
with  the  largest  dance  floor  around. 


FREE  PARKING  LOT  ( Security  Guard) 

FREE  COAT  CHECK 

I'll ll RS  + SUN  8PM -2  AM 
FRIDAY  9PM  —6AM 
SDN  12-5  PM  SENIORS  BALLROOM  DANCING 

3140  MISSION  ■ 648  - 661  1 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 

fOfffl ON  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 

• Dependable  Work- 
Honest  Prices 

• Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 

• A Community-Oriented 
People's  Garage 

• Men  A Women  Mechanics 
•Official  California  Smog  Station 


415/285-8588 


N°*  °5n 

7 D3V,S 


61 1 Florida  Si 
(Near  18th  SI ) 
San  Francisco  941 10 


\x*  i 
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We  will  help  you 
asser  t your  legal 
right  to  live  in 
decent  and  safe 
housing. 

WEST  BAY  LAW  COLLECTIVE 
2017  Mission  Street,  Suite  300 
San  Francisco,  California  94110 
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/vor  PROMISES 
BUT  GOOD  DECISIONS 

— by  Manuel  E.  Davila 


The  promises  of  computer  technology  are  inexorably  attached  to  a hefty 
price  tag,  however,  with  patience  and  good  timing  you  can  realize  the  potential. 

I have  reserved  this  space  to  answer  some  of  the  most  common  questions  people 
brought  to  my  attention  during  1989. 

FAX  MACHINES:  Most  people  still  don’t  know  what  a facsimile  machine  is. 
This  electronic  device  can  send  through  regular  phone  lines,  virtually  an  identical 
reproduction  of  any  document,  photograph,  graphic  or  bit  of  information.  It  is  fast 
and  can  send,  as  well  as  receive,  the  same  document  to  and  from  multiple  locations 
automatically  and  unattended.  A reliable  fax  machine  can  go  anywhere  from  $600  to 
$1000.  You  can  transmit  any  piece  of  information  to  any  part  of  the  world  and 
receive  confirmation  in  seconds. 

For  the  gadget  freak  (actually,  for  the  smart),  there  are  "fax  boards".  These  you 
plug  into  the  circuit  board  of  any  computer,  and  can  transmit  and  receive  faster  and 
with  improved  resolution.  The  disadvantage  is  that  you  can  transmit  only  the  text 
and  graphics  you  have  created  with  your  computer.  The  advantages  are  speed,  and 
the  ability  to  send  both  text  and  graphics,  and  to  store  the  information  received. 
Besides,  with  a fax  board,  you  can  work  on  other  tasks  while  your  computer  receives 
faxed  information  in  the  background. 

MODEMS:  MODEMS  AND  FAXES  go  in  hand  in  hand.  A modem  also 
transmits  information  through  regular  phone  lines  and  between  different  kinds  of 
computers  and  allows  anyone  to  access  information  from  a remote  location  such  as  a 
library,  NASA,  or  any  of  the  commercial  services  available  today  such  as 
CompuServe,  Prodigy,  etc.  You  can  also  fax  information  to  another  computer,  and 
with  combined  data  capabilities  your  voice  can  be  synthesized,  and  your  data  stored 
in  an  electronic  mail  box  for  delivery  to  one  or  a thousand  addresses. 


PRINTERS:  This  field  represents  the  best  value  for  customers.  For  example,  a 
new  Hewlett-Packard  laser  printer  that  costs  less  than  $1000  has  just  become 
available.  It’s  a terrific  purchase  and  puts  in  the  hands  of  almost  anyone  the  power 
to  produce  catalogs,  flyers,  newsletters  and  even  fancy  printed  books.  To  this  you 
may  add  electronic  illustrations  and  you  are  not  far  from  becoming  a truly 
professional,  competitive  publisher. 


GRAPHICS:  Computer  graphics  is  a complex  subject.  Graphics  is  one  of  the 
most  demanding  technologies,  and  one  of  the  most  desired.  The  much  heralded  high 
resolution  television  is  just  one  niche  of  many  in  the  seemingly  unrelated  graphics 
field.  In  the  not  so  far  future,  television  and  computers  will  be  fully  integrated  and 
interactive.  Graphics  capability  do  not  come  cheap  in  a computer.  They  require  big 
amounts  of  memory  and  processing  power.  Specialized  software  also  makes 
prohibitive  any  large  scale  endeavor  into  this  field.  However,  there  is  a plethora  of 
low  cost  software  enough  to  make  this  an  exciting  computing  activity. 

COMPUTERS:  Every  inquiry  about  which  computer  to  buy  may  be 

represented  by  the  followng  question:  Apple,  IBM  or  a Clone?  The  answer  is 
simple;  want  to  learn  faster  but  a higher  price?,  buy  Apple.  Like  a challenge?  Want 
to  save  hundreds  of  dollars?,  buy  a Clone.  The  price  of  really  powerful  and  reliable 
computer  systems  is  at  its  lowest  in  a long  time,  especially  with  the  inexplicable 
precipitated  introduction,  by  INTEL,  of  two  of  its  new  processors. 

Clones  and  brand  name  IBM  compatibles  are  still  the  best  buy.  The  number  of 
possible  tasks  you  can  perform  with  these  machines  is  awesome,  and  the  capabilities 
for  communications,  project  planning,  accounting,  graphics,  publishing  and  scientific 
applications  are  endless. 

Much  needs  to  be  done  to  make  computer  technology  accessible  and  available 
to  a larger  number  of  people  in  our  community.  People  also  needs  to  become  aware 
of  how  this  technology  will  influence  their  lifestyles,  working  opportunities  and 
saleable  skills.  Above  all,  people  need  to  understand  that  information  is  at  the  core 
of  this  technological  revolution  and  that  as  such,  it  becomes  a commodity,  a valuable 
part  of  life  in  this  modern  new  world  that  approaches  rapidly. 

The  latest  and  dramatic  world  events  are  also  part  of  this  technological 
revolution.  The  world  has  become  indeed  a "global  village",  inevitable  changing  our 
notions  of  who  we  are  and  what  kind  of  a world  we  live  in. 


Questions,  comments  or  suggestions?  Call  or  write  to  Manuel  E.  Davila, 
cJo  THE  ELVES  Office  Support  Services,  3370  - 24th  St  San  Francisco  CA  94110, 
824-4418 
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TREATING  INFERTILITY 
WITH  CHINESE  MEDICINE 


While  fertility  is  often  thought  of  as  a 
woman’s  problem,  men,  however, 
have  problems  with  fertility  as  well.  Ap- 
proximately 50%  of  men  and  women  have 
fertility  problems. 

There  are  several  causes  of  infertility. 
In  men,  there  are  two  primary  causes: 

1)  Low  sperm  count 
2)  Lack  of  sperm  motility 
In  Chinese  medicine,  we  usually  diag- 
nose low  sperm  count  as  a weakness  of  the 
body’s  fluid  essence  of  what  we  know  as 
the  jing.  Lack  of  motility  or  slow-moving 
sperm  is  related  to  weakness  of  the  body’s 
energy  or  what  Chinese  medicine  cal  Is  jing. 
In  women,  there  are  several  causes  of 


infertility: 

1)  Inability  to  ovulate  due  to  mechani- 
cal problems 

2)  Lack  of  eggs 

3)  Difficulty  of  an  egg  to  travel  down 
the  Fallopian  lube  due  to: 

A)  Scarring  due  to  infection  or  other 
disease 

B)  Slowness  of  movement 

In  Chinese  medicine,  lack  of  eggs  are 
related  to  either  a congenital  or  acquired 
essence,  again  called  jing.  Inability  to 
ovulate  due  to  mechanical  problems  is 
known  the  same  way  in  Chinese  medicine. 
Chinese  medicine  secs  scarring  as  trauma, 
blood  congestion  or  energy  congestion. 


Slowness  of  movement  of  the  egg  is 
energy  weakness  (qi.  deficiency). 

Chinese  medicine  uses  acupuncture, 
moxibuslion  and  herbs  for  all  of  these  fer- 
tility problems.  Sometimes  one  type  of 
treatment  works  better  for  a certain  person 
than  another.  Often,  all  three  treatments  arc 
used  together.  These  treatments  are  used  in 
conjunction  with  Western  diagnosis  and 
treatment  in  most  cases. 

At  the  Quan  Yin  healing  arts  center,  a 
new  program  for  fertility  will  begin  in 
February  under  the  auspices  of  the  Quan 
Yin  herbal  programs. 

A person  must  have  a western  physician 
diagnosis  and  been  infertile  for  one  year  of 
more  in  order  to  participate.  All  partici- 
pants will  be  diagnosed  according  to  tradi- 
tional Chinese  medicine  and  receive  herbs. 
Half  of  the  persons  will  receive  acupunc- 
ture. 

For  more  information  on  these  programs, 
call  861-4963.  For  individual  treatment, 
please  call  861-1101. 

by  Dr.  Misha  Cohen 


******** 


MISSION  STREET 
COIN  LAUNDRY 

2267  MISSION 

(between  18th  & 19th) 

Mon-Sat  8 am-8  pm 


65^/ $4.50  MINIMUM 


DRY  CLEANING  $2  OFF 
WITH  $10  ORDER 


******* 


EXPLORE  YOUR  FUTURE 

ASTROLOGY  CHARTS $2.00  ea. 

Send  Birth  Date/Time/Place,  to: 

ROBERT  COLE  — Astrologer 
P.O.  Box  884561,  San  Francisco,  CA  94188 
• Astrologer  for  the  News' 


****** 


Education 

with 

a 

Oritical 

Perspective 


New 
of 

California 


The  Humanities  Program 


The  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Humanities  Program  offers  alternative  education  with  a 
critical  studies  perspective  and  an  activist  orientation.  Students  may  design  their  own 
major  or  choose  from  the  following  emphasis  areas: 

B.A.  Humanities  Emphasis  areas  include: 

•Anthropology 

•Performing  Arts  and  Society 
•Sport  and  Society 
•Psychology 
•Video  Arts 

•Writing  and  Literature 
•DeskTop  Publishing 

Also  at  New  College 

•The  Weekend  College  for 
Working  Adults 
•The  School  of  Law 
•M.A.  in  Poetics 
•M.A.  Program  in  Psychology 
•Social— Clinical  Psychology 
•Feminist  Psychology 
•Somatics  Psychology 

Students  can  combine  previous  college  work  with  credit 
for  educationally  significant  life-experience  as  a basis  for 
individualized  programs  consisting  of  classroom  courses, 
independent  studies,  tutorials,  and  practica.  These  student 
programs  are  supervised  and  facilitated  by  close 
collaboration  with  a faculty  advisor. 

Financial  aid  is  available.  New  College  is 
accredited  by  the  Wes  ten  Association  of  Schools 


•Integrated  Health  Studies 

•Politics  and  Society 

•Poetics 

•Film  Arts 

•Visual  Arts 

•Book  Arts 


LATE  REGISTRATION 
JANUARY  18th. 


I am  interested  in  learning  more  about  New  College.  Please 
send  me  information  about  the  following  programs: 


Name  

Address  _ 
Telephone 


New  College  of  California  • 50  Fell  St.  San  Francisco  • Ca  • 94102 

(415)626-1694 


Escola 
Nova 
de 

Samba 


Celebrate  he  Spirit  of 
CARNAVAL 


DANCE 
and  PERCUSSION 
classes 


50  Brady  St. 

863-8291 


* * * + * + 


INDUSTRIAL  UNIONISM 


p^OLITYojy 

OfXH*  - 

VfAGt  SYSTEM 


JoinTheJ.WW 

i.  'fPeedO 


INDUSTRIAL  WORKERS 
OF  THE  WORLD 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area 
General  Membership  Branch 

e.  o.  *o«  4<>«m  - 

SAN  f«ANCl$CO.  CAllfOffNIA  9.140 


.3 


* * * * + + 
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CALDERA-CASTILLO 

ENTERPRISES 


• Income  Tax  Services 

• Confidential  Marriages 

• Do-it-yourself  Divorces 

• Translations 

• Notary  Public 


FLEXIBLE  HOURS  TO  MEET  YOUR  BUSY  SCHEDULE 

3315-21st.  Street  . S.  F.,  CA  94110 
(415)  826-2599 


696  Valencia  Street  at  18th  St. 
San  Francisco 
For  an  Appointment  Call  * 

(415)  621-3600 


OPEN 

Monday  — Saturday 
10:00  AM.  - 7:00  P.M. 
Special  Appointments 
for  Special  Occasions 


GARBO'S  specializes  in: 

HAIR  CARE  - 

Hair  cuts,  regular  perms,  spiral  perms, 
tints,  high  lights,  cellophane 


SKIN  AND  BODY  CARE  - 
European  facials,  full  leg  wax,  brow  arch, 
face  wax,  lash  tint,  therapeutic  massage, 
cellulite  treatment,  aromatic  spa  treatment. 


Full  Service 
BEAUTY  SALON 

UNDER  NEW  MANAGEMENT 
SE  HABIA  ESPANOL 


MISSION  DISTRICT  CALENDAR 
JANUARY 

FRIDAY,  JANUARY  5 

Destructive  Architectural  Response  in  this  installation  by  Steve  Knauff  and 
Robert  Catalusci  which  comments  on  the  drug  trade  and  its  dependence  on  government 
support  These  artists  have  combined  scavenged  timbers  from  burned  crack  houses  with 
military/industrial  building  materials  to  create  "an  artificial  rendering  of  the  economic 
systems  which  manufacture  crack,  its  distribution,  the  attempted  enforcement,  and 
finally  its  consumption."  It's  big.  Wed-Sun.,  2-6  pm,  Southern  Exposure  Gallery, 
401  Alabama  through  Feb.  1.  Reception  tonight,  7-9  pm.  863-2141. 

More  Drug  War  Art  in  The  Hidden  Apparatus  Is  At  Us!,  an  exhibit  and  perfor- 
mance spectacle  featuring  new  works  by  100  artists  and  performers  to  expose  the  War 
On  Drugs.  Through  Jan.  31.  Reception  tonight,  5-8  pm.  Live  performances  Friday 
and  Saturdays  at  8 pm.  Poetry  open  mike:  Sunday  14,  2 pm.  Artist's  Television 
Access,  992  Valencia,  824-3890.  Admission  by  donation. 

Russian  Portfolio  by  the  Fran  Ortiz,  presenting  unseen  photos  shot  while  on  an 
assignment  for  the  Examiner  in  1981.  They  were  never  run  due  to  disagreements  about 
the  way  the  article  presented  the  Russian  people  and  Ortiz's  own  perceptions;  while  he 
found  them  warm  and  engaging,  the  Exam  portrayed  them  "differently".  (1981...  did 
they  airbrushed  out  their  shadows  and  mirror  images?)  Reception  from  6 to  10  pm. 
Through  Feb.  17,  Eye  Gallery,  1 151  Mission,  Mon-Fri  12  to  5 pm.  431-6911. 

Music  Registration  for  new  students  at  the  Community  Music  Center.  Affordable 
(based  on  family  income)  and  more  in-depth  and  satisfying  than  standing  at  a BART 
station,  slamming  on  a tambourine  and  shrieking  derivative  quotes  from  an  old  book. 
2 to  6 pm,  544  Capp.  Also  Saturday,  10  am  to  1 pm.  Call  647-6015. 


JUAN  PEDRO  GAFFNEY  WITH  CORO  HISPANO 


SATURDAY,  JANUARY  6 

Coro  Hispano  de  San  Francisco  performs  in  the  Dia  de  los  Reyes  concert  series 
celebrating  Ephiphany  with  music  for  voices  and  instruments  from  Spain  and  Latin 
America.  The  program  embraces  classical,  folk  and  ethnic  music,  including  music 
from  the  Andes  highlands,  Afro-Hispanic  festijos,  and  Venezuelan  aguinaldos.  1:30 
pm.  Mission  Neighborhood  Center,  362  Capp.  Free.  Also,  7:30  pm,  Mission 
Dolores,  to  benefit  Maure  de  los  Probes  Orphanage,  San  Salvador.  Donation  requested. 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY  7 

Kathleen  Weaver  celebrates  the  publication  of  her  translation  of  Julio  Cortazar's 
Nicaraguan  Sketches.  7 pm.  Modem  Times,  968  Valencia.  Free. 

MONDAY,  JANUARY  8 

Bay  Area  Theatre  Sports  fifth  team  tournament  with  teams  of  experienced  comedy 
improvisors  and  fresh  new  funny  people  picked  by  lottery.  Play  off  matches  tonight 
and  Jan.  15.  8 pm,  New  Performance  Gallery,  3153  17th;  $6.  824-8220. 

TUESDAY,  JANUARY  9 

The  Wizard  of  Oz  video  at  Mission  Library,  just  a half-block  away  from  the  24th 
St.  BART  station,  where  additional  unusual  creatures  aggregate.  3:30  pm,  3359  24th. 

WEDNESDAT.  JANUARY  10 

O Flame  of  Living  Love  is  Elbows  Akimbos  religious  allegory,  based  on  St. 
John  of  the  Cross,  a Spanish  mystic  imprisoned  by  the  Inquisition;  his  present  and  past 
converge  in  a haunting  and  hallucinatory  journey  of  madness  and  enlightenment.  This 
weaves  together  carnal  combat,  poetic  dialogue,  cosmic  cross-dressing  (to  cover  the 
bosom  of  Abraham?)  and  monastic  masochism.  Wed. -Sat.,  8:30  pm.  ($8  Wed.  & 
Thurs.;  $10  Fri.  & Sat.)  Life  on  the  Water,  Fort  Mason.  Through  Jan.  27. 

FRIDAY,  JANUARY  12 

4th  Annual  Western  Workers  Labor  Heritage  Festival,  a celebration  of 
labor  music  and  culture.  Performers  include  Earl  Robinson  (composer,  Joe  Hill),  John 
Handcox  (Roll  the  Union  On),  Faith  Petrie,  Charlie  King,  the  hilarious  U.  Utah 
Phillips,  Dominique  DiPrima,  Jimmy  Collier,  Dick  Holdstock  and  Allan  MacLeod  (sea 
shanties),  Swingshift,  Carlos  Baron  and  Vukani  Mawethu  (a  chorus  specializing  in 
South  African  freedom  songs).  As  well  as  workshops  on  songwriting,  storytelling, 
picket-line  organizing  and  other  post-holiday  fun  things.  Sailors'  Union  of  the  Pacific, 
through  Jan.  14;  $20  per  day,  $35  for  the  whole  weekend.  Call  (408)  426-4940. 


SATURDAY,  JANUARY  13 

Contents  Under  Pressure  as  Bay  Area  Theatre  Sports  presents  maximum  overdrive 
improvisation  comedy.  1 1 pm.  New  Performance  Gallery,  3153  17th;  $6.  824-8220. 

Take  Charge  of  Your  Life  Sat.  meetings  designed  for  older  lesbians,  sponsored  by 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Outreach  to  Elders  (GLOE).  Today's  meeting  is  Take  Care  of 
Yourself  - Nutrition  and  Health.  1 1 am  to  3 pm,  Francis  of  Assisi,  145  Market.  Free, 
and  price  includes  a light  buffet  (presumably  no  cholesterol).  Call  626-7000. 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY  14 

Pittston  Miners  Benefit  Concert  with  folks  from  the  4th  Western  Workers 
Labor  Heritage  Festival  (see  the  12th),  Earl  Robinson,  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Gospel 
Choir,  Sacramento  Labor  Chorus,  U.  Utah  Phillips  and  Faith  Petrie.  These  miners 
have  been  on  strike  for  ages,  but  you  don’t  read  about  it  that  much,  especially  with  the 


photo  by  Collette  Sweeney 
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press  rushing  to  cover  those  brave  Soviet  miners  striking  for  democracy  and  the  good 
life.  7 pm,  ILWU  Local  34  Hall  (4  Berry  at  Embarcadcro),  $10.  Call  (408)  426-4940. 

The  Philippines:  Fire  on  the  Rim  author  Joseph  Collins  speaks  on  this 
continuously  timely  subject.  7 pm,  Modem  Times,  968  Valencia,  282-9246.  Free. 

TUESDAY,  JANUARY  16 

That's  My  Name,  Don't  Wear  It  Out  is  the  name  of  this  video  screened  at 
Mission  Library,  3:30  pm,  3359  24th.  Call  824-2810  for  reservations  for  groups. 

WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  17 

War  On  Drugs  Expose  Exhibit  Benefit  (so  many  nouns,  so  little  lime)  at  Klub 
Komolion.  (See  Jan.  5.)  8 pm,  2779  16th.  824-3890. 

Free  Classes:  Desktop  Publishing  (graphics,  page  layout  and  design  fundamen- 
tals) on  the  Macintosh.  Printing  & Graphics,  replete  with  excellent  training  and 
job  placement.  These  18  week  program  runs  through  May.  Mission  Community 
College.  Call  648-5866  or  stop  by  106  Bartlett  near  Mission  and  22nd. 

THURSDAY,  JANUARY  18 

Still  Sane  brings  to  the  screen  a powerful  and  moving  look  at  the  series  of  27  life- 
sized  sculptures  and  narratives  by  artists  Persimmon  Blackbridge  and  Sheila  Gilhooly. 
The  sculptures  document  the  3 years  Sheila  spent  in  psychiatric  institutions,  drugged, 
raped  and  given  electroshock  treatment  to  "cure"  her  of  being  a lesbian.  (How  is  this 
"cure"  determined?  Joining  the  Republican  party?  Gushing  that  Agnos  could  react 
when  an  earthquake  hit?)  7:30,  La  Pena,  Berkeley.  For  more  info  call  864-6078. 

Pick  Up  Ax  world  premier  preview;  this  humorous,  quirky  and  energetic  talc 
examines  youth,  stomach  ulcers,  creativity,  commerce  and  burnout  in  the  high-tccl 
Silicon  Valley,  where  the  product  is  already  obsolete  when  it  comes  out.  Written  b 
Anthony  Clarvoe  (seen  earlier  this  year  in  ACT's  Plays  in  Progress)  and  directed  b 
Susan  Marsden.  Preview  18,  19,  20  & 23  at  8 pm.  Runs  8 pm  Wed. -Sun.  starti  • 
Jan.  24  (Sundays  at  7:30  pm.)  Eureka  Theatre,  2730  16th,  $1 1 - $17. 

Meet  Elinor  Gadon,  author  of  The  Once  and  Future  Goddess,  which  explor 
women's  role  in  our  culture,  and  the  interconnection  of  our  treatment  of  the  Earl 
7:30,  Old  Wives  Talcs,  1009  Valencia,  821-4675.  Donation.  Everyone  wclcom 
especially  women,  and  then,  everyone  else. 

Poetry  and  Fiction  Readings  with  Maria  Hernandez  and  Gabriel  Melendez.  8 pn 
Forests  Books,  3080  16lh  at  Valencia. 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY  21 

Jeff  Massanari  plays  at  Bajoncs,  6 pm  - ???  $5,  1062  Valencia  near  22nd. 

Puerto  Rico:  Hidden  Colony,  Hidden  Struggle  in  the  local  premier  of  this  BB< 
documentary,  cosponsored  by  Free  Puerto  Rico  Committee.  7 pm,  Modem  Times,  96 
Valencia,  282-9246.  $3  donation. 

MONDAY,  JANUARY  22 

Bay  Area  Theatre  Sports  fifth  team  tournament  semi-finals  (see  Jan.  8).  8 pm 
New  Performance  Gallery,  3153  17th;  $6.  824-8220. 

TUESDAY,  JANUARY  23 

Witch  Hazel  Puppet  Theatre  at  10:30  am,  Mission  Library,  3359  24th.  Please 
make  reservations  for  groups  (and  bring  ruby  slippers  if  you  need  to  slip  out  early). 


Experience  the  excitement  of  Capoeira, 
ah  incredible  martial  art  /dance  form 
accompanied  by  live  Afro-Brazflian 
rhythms.  Open  to  ad  levels. 


Beginners  classes  with  Master  Preguiga: 
Tues.  Thurs  7:30-9  at  Third  Wave  Studio. 
24th  Street  and  Mission. 

Fri  5:30-7,  Sat  4-6  at  333  Oolores  (by  16th) 


tfjl 


King  Of  The  Mountain 


BICYCLES 
PEUGEOT, 
NISHIKI 
AND  SCHWINN 

EXPERT  AND  FAST 
REPAIRS 


VALENCIA  CYCIMZY 


THURSDAY,  JANUARY  25 

Connexions,  An  International  Women's  Quarterly , makes  connections  with 
extraordinary  women:  tomboys,  feminist  underground  writers  in  Leningrad;  union 
organizers  of  domestic  workers  in  South  Africa.  Meet  Janet  Stephens,  Jcb  Sharpe, 
Phebe  Bell,  Maricne  Schoofs  and  Pat  Sieber  as  they  read  from  issues  Lesbian  Activism, 
Women  on  Work  and  Reproductive  Rights.  Bring  questions  and  your  own  stories. 
7:30,  Old  Wives  Tales,  1009  Valencia,  821-4675.  Donations.  All  welcome. 

In  the  Shadow  of  the  Sacred  Grove  author  Carol  Spindel  talks  of  her  life  in  the 
Ivory  Coast,  focusing  on  women's  lives.  7:30,  Modem  Times,  968  Valencia.  Free. 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  27 

Dirty  Soap  with  Bay  Area  Theatre  Sports  presenting  a soap  opera  you'll  never  see  on 
TV,  all  from  audience  suggestion.  1 1 pm.  New  Performance  Gallery,  3153  17th;  $6. 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY  28 

The  Narrative  Construction  of  History  as  slashcd/artists  Doug  Hall  (video/ 
installation),  Marita  Sturken  (critic/curator)  and  Barrett  Wallen  (writer/ihcorist)  address 
history  as  myth,  media  and  the  recreation  of  political  events,  the  Vietnam  Veterans 
Memorial  and  the  fragmentary  experience  of  postmodern  memory  (the  calendar  editor 
forgets  what  that  means).  8 pm.  Southern  Exposure,  401  Alabama,  $4.  864-2141. 

Women’s  Social  for  Older  Lesbians  (60+)  and  friends:  music,  dancing,  pool,  table 
games  and  refreshments  at  this  monthly  social.  2-5  pm,  Francis  of  Assisi,  145 
Guerrero.  Sponsored  by  Operation  Concern;  call  626-7000. 

MONDAY,  JANUARY  29 

4th  Annual  ACLU  Comedy  Benefit;  yes,  the  ACLU  can  laugh,  when  they  get 
the  chance  to  forget  their  real  work.  This  show  is  called  Bushwhacked:  Trying  to  do 
ACLU  style  comedy  in  an  annoying  era  of  amiableness,  and  features  the  brilliant  Mike 
Dugan  (The  Tonight  Show,  1988  Comedy  Competition  Winner),  Michael  Meehan,  and 
Renee  Hicks  (a  star  in  the  making  - if  you  go,  you  can  one  day  say  that  you  saw  her 
when).  9 pm,  The  Punchline,  444  Battery,  $7.  For  more  information  call  641-0889. 

Prose  Injection  from  David  Plumb  and  Jim  Nisbct  in  a night  of  provocative  prose 
from  the  authors  of  The  Magenta  Hotel  and  Aesop's  Lizard,  and  Lethal  Injection  and 
The  Damned  Don't  Die , respectively.  7:30,  Modem  Times,  968  Valencia.  Donation. 

Bay  Area  Theatre  Sports  fifth  team  tournament  Championship  Match  (see 
Jan.  8).  8 pm,  New  Performance  Gallery,  3153  17th;  $8.  824-8220. 

ONGOING 

Combatting  Domestic  Violence  two  ways:  W.O.M.A.N.  (Women  Organized  to 
Make  Abuse  Nonexistent,  Inc.)  is  beginning  a support  group  for  lesbians  being  battered 
or  who  have  been  in  a battering  relationship.  Group  lasts  10  weeks;  sliding  scale. 
Call  864-4722  for  time  and  place.  And  La  Casa  de  las  Madres  needs  volunteers  for 
their  work  in  providing  women  with  safe  shelter,  a 24  hour  crisis  line,  counseling, 
support  groups,  childcare  and  community  education.  Call  777-1808. 

The  Job  of  Fitness,  a series  of  Sat.  morning  classes  open  to  gay  men  and  lesbians 
over  50,  begins  Jan.  13.  It's  taught  by  Keith  Thomas,  who  won  a gold  medal  in 
Physique  '89,  the  national  gay  and  lesbian  bodybuilding  contest.  $20  for  12  sessions 
(scholarships  available).  Call  Operation  Concern  at  626-7000. 

Infant/Toddler  Lapsits  with  stories,  songs  and  rhymes  for  the  youngest  child. 
Every  Saturday  at  11  am.  Mission  Library,  3359  24th,  824-2810. 

Calendar  listings  are  free  to  all  Mission  organizations;  $5  for  outsider  mentions. 


106r  Valencia  St.  (btwn  21st  & 22nd)  550  66C1 


2118  Mission  & 17  Streets  ' 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Telephone:  <41 5i  552-4393 

TUE-SUN  | 
9AM  - 10PM  l 


The  Clarion  is 
under  new  management, 
come  and  enjoy  the  space 

Come  & enjoy  Espressos 
daily  pastries,  breakfast,  lunch, 
dinner  and  our  daily  specials ! 

LIVE  MUSIC 
EVERY  SATURDAY 
AT  7 PM 


SYKEDELIK  BLUES 

BY  JEAN  EUC  MVS 

WEDS. 
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ARIES  SUN  (MAR  21  - APR  19)  & 
RISING:  Your  public  reputation  puls  you 
in  the  social  limelight  this  month.  You’ve 
spent  so  much  time  in  one  neighborhood 
that  everybody  in  town  has  these  outra- 
geous expectations  and  evaluations  of  your 
work.  The  old  “oddball  image”  simply 
confines  your  spirit;  you  arc  too  old  to 
maintain  this  radically  eccentric  position  in 
the  community.  Spend  much  lime  this 
month  listening  to  the  advice  of  your  family 
and  housemates.  They  will  guide  you 
toward  a new  approach.  We  all  need  your 
leadership. 

TAURUS  SUN  (APR  20  - MAY  20)  & 
RISING:  This  month  provides  you  with  a 
slightly  frightening  collapse  of  your  spiri- 
tual values.  For  years  you’ve  been  ration- 
alizing yourbehavior  fortified  by  a spiritual 
conviction  which  has  turned  out  to  be  use- 
less and  painfully  irrelevant  in  your  present 
situation.  It’s  time  for  you  to  realize  that 
you  have  become  the  “guru”  of  this  particu- 
lar system  of  belief;  you  must  proceed  to 
up-date  your  yoga  so  it  will  serve  yourself 
and  others  well  in  the  1990’s.  Use  the  same 
old  symbols  but  give  them  fresh  new  mean- 
ing. 

GEMINI  SUN  (MAY  21  - JUN  20)  & 
RISING:  The  macho-man/wonder-woman 
image  which  you’ve  spent  so  many  years 
cultivating  is  starling  to  look  a little  per- 
vdrse  as  we  break  into  the  I990’s.  Discard 
your  old  stereotypes  of  sexuality;  stop  us- 
ing the  same  old  gimmicks  to  make  your- 
self feel  sexy.  But  even  more  importantly, 
consider  identifying  with  an  extremely 
different  crowd  of  boyfriends  and  girl- 


friends. There’s  still  plenty  of  passion  left 
in  your  soul,  no  doubt  about  that;  attempt  to 
express  your  lust  much  more  softly.  They’ll 
love  it. 

CANCER  SUN  (JUN  21  - JUL  20)  & 
RISING:  Long-time  friendships  and  alli- 
ances arc  going  to  crumble  right  in  front  of 
you.  All  the  lime  you’ve  spent  building  up 
defenses  to  protect  your  home,  your  work, 
your  security  are  suddenly  useless.  It  would 
be  too  depressing  to  see  you  scuttle  back 
into  a little  hole  of  fear  because,  if  you’d 
reveal  yourself  without  your  walls  of  pro- 
tection, everyone  would  be  flabbergasted 
by  your  true  beauty.  If  old  friends  slip 
away,  the  message  for  you  is  to  find  news 
friends.  Reveal  your  true  nature  and  you’ll 
have  more  companionship  than  ever  be- 
fore. 

LEO  SUN  (JUL  21  - AUG  21)  & RIS- 
ING: After  so  many  years  of  living  by  the  8- 
5 schedule,  you  discover  you  have  much 
more  fun  and  make  a lot  more  money  just 
dabbling  around  with  your  unique  creative 
ideas.  Let  the  entrepreneur  in  you  develop 
full  strength  this  month;  by  year’s  end  you 
may  have  yourself  a great  little  business 
and  plenty  of  customers.  Trust  a little  more 
in  your  fates  and  don’t  let  any  work  sched- 
ule push  you  into  a stale  of  exhaustion  and 
poor  health.  While  some  of  your  friends 
may  drive  themselves  crazy  with  false  re- 
sponsibility, you  keep  yourself  limber  and 
free.  Take  it  easy. 

VIRGO  SUN  (AUG  22  - SEP  22)  & 
RISING:  This  month  is  just  a big  bowl  of 
cherries.  Abundance  surrounds  you,  the 
colors  are  hysterically  bright,  everyone 
seems  rich  and  satisfied,  and  there’s  only  a 


few  pits  to  deal  with.  Indulge  in  the  adven- 
ture and  romance,  and  when  one  of  those 
little  irritating  problems  suddenly  appears, 
spit  it  out  and  refuse  to  perpetuate  compli- 
cations. If  you  have  children,  they  will  be 
your  key  to  fulfillment  this  month.  Spend 
much  more  time  being  a parent,  and  you 
will  be  wildly  rewarded. 

LIBRA  SUN  (SEP  23  - OCT  22)  & 
RISING:  Having  been  previously  warned, 
it  should  come  as  no  surprise  to  you  that 
major  transformations  are  coming  up  in 
your  relationship  with  your  family.  An- 
cient expectations  and  constant  pressures 
from  pseudo-parental  figures  have  left  you 
very  little  room  to  grow  and  expand  sclf- 
confidcntly.  This  month  seems  like  a per- 
fect opportunity  to  totally  redefine  your 
position  in  the  pecking  order  and  to  ulti- 
mately declare  yourself  more  free  and  inde- 
pendent than  you’ve  been  in  years.  It’s  time 
to  move  out  on  your  own. 

SCORPIO  SUN  (OCT  23  - NOV  22)  & 
RISING:  There  are  major  omens  pointing 
you  toward  the  classroom  this  year.  Either 
you  or  someone  very  close  to  you  is  driven 
toward  a learning  experience  of  major 
proportions.  Full  enrollment,  maximum 
schedules,  commuting  back  and  forth  — all 
this  may  dramatically  re-arrange  your  old 
daily  routine.  Besides  the  day-to-day 
changes,  going  back  to  school  is  bound  to 
expose  you  to  a more  up-to-date  set  of 
friendships.  The  things  that  kids  study 
these  days  will  definitely  surprise  and  revi- 
talize you. 

SAGITTARIUS  SUN  (NOV  23  - DEC 
21)  & RISING:  Big-time  financial  oppor- 
tunities arc  already  obvious,  and  you  must 
force  yourself  to  lake  the  risk  of  getting 
profoundly  involved  in  long-term  commit- 
ments. First  you  must  pay  off  all  your  old 
bills  and  separate  yourself  from  old  unreli- 
able partnerships.  Then  scout  around  for  a 
true  associate  who  is  willing  to  put  up  at 
least  as  much  as  you  are  capable  of  pulling 
up.  Gel  yourselves  a good  lawyer  and 
create  a formal  business  contract.  By 
month’s  end  you  can  celebrate  the  grand 
opening  of  your  enterprise. 

CAPRICORN  SUN  (DEC  22  - JAN  19) 
& RISING:  There’s  such  a pile-up  of  signs 
and  omens  in  Capricorn  this  month  that  it’s 
leaving  astrologers  short  of  words,  so  just 


imagine  what  it’s  doing  to  Capricorns.  You 
arc  standing  in  the  brilliant  spotlight  of 
cosmic  attention,  everybody  in  the  audi- 
ence is  wailing  to  see  what  you’re  going  to 
do,  the  media  is  anxiously  wailing  to  show 
your  act  to  the  world,  so  don’t  just  stand 
there,  Boobic!  Do  something  totally  wild 
and  unexpected.  Perform  your  heart  out. 
You  are  the  star  and  your  performance  is  a 
raging  success. 

AQUARIUS  SUN  (JAN  20  - FEB  18) 
& RISING:  Your  psychic  abilities  are  ex- 
tended beyond  all  previous  limits  this  month. 
You  will  be  able  to  read  people’s  souls  and 
you  will  know  their  ultimate  destiny.  Your 
magical  charm  will  influence  the  weak  and 
agitate  the  strong;  and  you  must  carefully 
decide  whether  to  cast  spells  or  curses  on 
those  who  gather  around  you  without  rea- 
son. There’s  never  been  a time  in  your  life 
when  the  ultimate  meaning  of  existence 
depended  so  much  on  your  own  percep- 
tions (biases).  Rip  through  the  ridiculous 
and  get  heavy! 

PISCES  SUN  (FEB  19  - MAR  20)  & 
RISING:  According  to  many  popular  astro- 
logical books,  Pisces  is  the  sign  most  blessed 
with  future- vision.  This  month  should  prove 
this  assumption  beyond  any  shadow  of  a 
doubt.  Your  imagination  will  go  out  of 
control  with  vivid  impressions  of  what’s 
waiting  for  humanity  in  the  immediate  fu- 
ture. Some  days  you  will  have  clear  visions 
of  hope;  other  days  will  bring  you  visions  of 
despair  and  gloom.  Refuse  to  just  sit  there 
watching  the  television  of  your  mind.  You 
have  the  power  to  change  channels,  to  liter- 
ally affect  the  future  by  changing  your 
vision  of  it.  Give  us  a future  better  than  we 
deserve. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  FREE  SHELTER  CHART  JANUARY  1990 


NAME,  LOCATION.  NIONE  NUMBER WHO’S  ELIGIBLE  WHAT  K > DO 


1.  ASIAN  WOMEN'S  SHELTER 

Box  19,  3543  18th  St.,  S.F.,  94110  (mailing  address  only) 

Battered  women  (and 
their  children) 

Call  M-F  lOam-Opm.  New  people  accepted  only  T-Th,  except  in  emergencies.  You  may  slay  up  to  9 weeks. 
Priority  given  Asian  mothers  with  limited  resources  and  no  English.  Guests  asked  for  $0-5/day,  but  no  one 
turned  away  for  lack  of  money.  Multi-lingual  staff.  Referral,  counseling,  clothing  available. 

Kitchen  nml 
food  available 
for  cooking 

2.  CANON  KIP  SHELTER 

174  8th  St.  (near  Howard)  861-6801  (after  5pm) 

Men;  pets  OK 

Line  up  at  7pm  for  an  overnight  bed  (60  available  nightly).  Showers,  counseling,  and  medical  services 
available.  Bilingual  staff. 

Dinner 

Breakfast 

3.  DIAMOND  YOUTH  SHELTER 

536  Central  St.  (near  Grove)  567-1020  (any  time) 

Anyone  12-17 

Show  up  9:45-llpm.  (Latecomers  may  be  accepted.)  Guardians  contacted  after  third  night.  Bilingual  staff. 
Counseling  and  support  groups  available. 

Dinner 

Breakfast 

4.  DOLORES  ST.  SHELTER 
208  Dolores  St.  (at  15th  St.) 

861-5426  (shelter),  861-1434  (church) 

Central -American  or 
Mexican  men 

Get  a referral  from  one  of  these  agencies:  CRECE  at  St.  John's  Lutheran  Church,  1050  S.  Van  Ness  (near 
21st  St.),  824-5928;  Catholic  Charities,  2940  16th  St.  (near  S.  Van  Ness),  861-8306;  or  Good  Samaritan 
Episcopal  Church,  1292  Potrero  (near  25th  St.),  824-3500.  Shelter  opens  at  9pm.  Bilingual  staff. 

Dinner 

Breakfast 

5.  EPISCOPAL  SANCTUARY 
201  8th  St.  (at  Howard) 
863-3893  (any  time) 

Women,  disabled  persons, 
men  55  and  over,  pets  OK 

Call  or  come  in  any  time  to  talk  to  an  intake  worker  about  a bed.  You  may  stay  up  to  30  days.  Volunteers 
may  get  90  days’  guaranteed  shelter-make  your  willingness  known.  Medical  services,  counseling,  clothing 
available;  also  classes  in  reading,  writing,  and  speaking  English.  Bilingual  staff. 

Breakfast 

Lunch 

Dinner 

6.  HAMILTON  FAMILY  CENTER 

(formerly  Haight-Ashbury  Family  Shelter) 

1525  Waller  St.  (near  Belvedere) 

665-2354  (shelter),  665-2100  (administrative  office) 

1-  or  2-parent  families, 
pregnant  women  of  any 
age,  expectant  couples 

Call  first  if  possible.  Shelter  opens  at  4pm.  Dinner  at  7pm.  Guests  must  be  in  by  9pm,  but  newcomers  will 
be  accepted  after  9pm  in  an  emergency.  Proof  of  pregnancy  required.  24-hour  shelter  for  pregnant  women 
needing  bed  rest  or  women  with  pre-school  children;  others  must  be  out  by  7:45am.  Medical  services, 
counseling,  and  children’s  clothing  available. 

Dinner 

Breakfast 

7.  HOSPITALITY  HOUSE 

146  Leavenworth  St.  (near  Turk) 
776-2102  (any  time) 

Men 

Get  4-night  tickets  at  5:30am  Tuesday,  3-night  tickets  at  5:30am  Saturday,  extra  tickets  any  day  at  6pm; 

5 one-night  tickets  available  Monday-Friday  at  9am  from  the  Tenderloin  Self-Help  Center,  191  Golden 
Gate  (at  Leavenworth),  554-0518.  Drop-ins  given  extra  spaces  if  available  at  11pm. 

8.  HOSPITALITY  HOUSE  YOUTH  HOUSING 
146  Leavenworth  St.  (near  Turk) 

776-2102  (Mon-Fri  9am-5pm) 

16-18-year-olds,  and 
employed  18-20-year-olds 

Go  in  9am-5pm  Monday-Friday  and  speak  to  a case  manager.  Guardians  of  minors  contacted  before 
shelter  is  granted.  Job  program  available  for  16-20-year-olds.  Counseling  available.  Restaurant  vouchers 
available  to  clients  under  18  in  job  program  or  on  shelter  waiting  list. 

Breakfast 

Lunch 

Dinner 

9.  HUCKLEBERRY  HOUSE 
1292  Page  St.  (at  Lyon) 
621-2929  (any  time) 

Anyone  12-17 

Call  for  appointment  if  possible.  Shelter  granted  for  up  to  5 days  after  attempt  is  made  to  contact 
guardians.  Medical  services  available  Monday-Friday.  Counseling  available. 

Breakfast 

Lunch 

Dinner 

10.  LA  CASA  DE  LAS  MADRES 

Office:  965  Mission  St.,  Suite  218  (near  5th  St.) 
333-1515  (crisis  line),  777-1808  (Mon-Fri  9am-5pm) 

Battered  women  (and  their 
children) 

Call.  Bilingual  staff  (Spanish/English).  Counseling,  support  groups  available.  You  may  stay  up  to  8 weeks. 
For  counseling  and  referrals  to  other  agencies,  call  for  an  appointment  if  possible  or  drop  by  the  office 
Monday-Friday  9am-5pm.  Volunteers  welcome  ~all  Bemita  at  777-1808,  Monday-Friday  9am-5pm. 

Breakfast 

Lunch 

Dinner 

11  MAYOR’S  INTERFAITH  SHELTER  PROGRAM 
Family  shelter,  location  changes  every  two  weeks 
Men’s  shelter.  Youth  For  Services  building,  42  14th  St. 
(between  Harrison  A Folsom) 

864-0296  (shelter  requests),  554-61 14  (mayor's  office) 

Family  shelter  l-or2- 
parent  families,  single 
women,  couples 

Men’s  shelter,  single  men 

Family  shelter  Show  up9am-6pm  at  Ozanam  Center,  1175  Howard  (near  7th  St.),  for  referral  to  family 
shelter  (30  beds  available  nightly).  You  will  be  given  a ride  to  the  current  shelter  site.  Men's  shelter  Show 
up  8pm  at  42  14th  St.  (between  Harrison  A Folsom)  for  an  overnight  bed  (60  available  nightly).  Guests 
must  leave  both  shelters  by  7am.  Bilingual  staff.  Referrals  to  other  agencies  available  through  Ozanam 
Center. 

Dinner 

Breakfast 

12.  MISSIONARIES  OF  CHARITY 
974  Valencia  St.  (near  21st  St.) 
821-9687  (any  day  9am-noon,  4-5pm) 

Pregnant  women  (and 
their  children  under  5) 

Call.  New  people  are  not  taken  in  on  Thursdays  and  Sundays.  Proof  of  pregnancy  required.  You  may  stay 
one  month  after  childbirth.  Multi-lingual  staff. 

Breakfast 

Lunch 

Dinner 

13.  OZANAM  CENTER 

1175  Howard  St.  (near  7th  St.) 
864-0296  (Mon-Fri  9am-5pm) 

Men 

40  3-night  tickets  given  out  Mon.,  404-night  tickets  Thurs.,  U:30an>-12pm  at  Ozanam  Center.  On  Thurs. 
before  a holiday,  5-night  tickets  given  out.  Shelter  opens  6pm.  6 tickets  available  at  St.  Patrick's,  756  Mission 
(near  3rd  St  ),  421-0547, 8:30  - 9am;  20  tickets  at  Old  St.  Mary’s,  660  California  (at  Grant),  986-4388,  at  4:30pm. 

Dinner 

Breakfast 

14.  RAPHAEL  HOUSE 

1065  Sutter  St.  (between  Hyde  A Larkin) 
474-4000  (shelter  requests),  4744621  (office) 

1-  and  2-parent  families, 
pregnant  women  in  their 
last  three  months 

Call  for  appointment  (the  earlier  in  the  day  the  better).  Adults  are  asked  for  $3/day,  children  $2,  but  no 
one  is  turned  away  for  lack  of  money. 

Breakfast 

Lunch 

Dinner 

15.  ROSALIE  HOUSE 

Office:  1745  Folsom  (at  14th  St.) 
255-0165  (Mon-Fri  9am-5pm) 

Battered  and  sexually 
assaulted  women  (and 
their  children) 

Call  for  phone  interview.  Women  are  asked  for  $6/day  (no  charge  for  their  children),  but  no  one  is  turned 
away  for  lack  of  money.  Bilingual  staff.  Counseling  and  support  group  available. 

Breakfast 

Lunch 

Dinner 

16.  SALVATION  ARMY 

341  Eddy  St.  (near  Jones)  474-6364  (lpm-7am) 

Men 

Line  up  at  6pm  daily  to  get  an  overnight  bed  at  8pm.  Medical  services  available. 

Snack  at  9pr.i, 
5:30am 

17.  ST.  ANNE’S  SHELTER  (St.  Peter's  Parish) 
1249  Alabama  St.  (at  24th  St.) 

861-5426  (8am-5pm)  or  647-3433  (9pm-7am) 

Central-American  or 
Mexican  men 

Get  a referral  from  one  of  these  agencies:  CRECE  at  St.  John's  Lutheran  Church.  1050  S.  Van  Ness  (near 
21st  St.),  824-5928;  Catholic  Charities,  2940  16th  St.  (near  S.  Van  Ness),  861-8306;  or  Good  Samaritan 
Episcopal  Church,  1292  Potrero  (near  25th  St  ),  824-3500.  Shelter  opens  at  9pm.  Bilingual  staff. 

Dinner 

Breakfast 

18.  ST.  ANTHONY’S 

45  Jones  St.  (near  Golden  Gate) 
552-0243  (l:30pm-10am) 

552-3838  ext.  147  (M-F  10am-l:30pm) 

Single  women  (women 
with  children  accepted  in 
an  emergency) 

Line  up  3:30pm  Wednesday  for  a lottery  ticket  to  get  a 7-night  pass  (44  available  weekly).  Those  without  weekly 
passes  sign  up  3:30pm  any  day  except  Wednesday  for  vacancies  available  at  7pm.  Showers  sometimes  required. 
Medical  services  available.  Showers,  delousing,  haircuts,  and  laundry  available  for  women  (guests  and  others) 
M-F  5:15-7: 15pm;  for  men  M-F  2:15-4:30pm.  Showers  available  weekends,  same  hours 

Snack  at 
7:30pm 
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DEMONS  OF  THE  MONOLITH 


by  Frank  Deadbeat 

It  was  morning,  a few  days  before  Christ- 
mas. I was  having  my  usual  sixteen  cups 
of  coffee  at  the  Artfart  Cafe,  looking  across 
the  greasy  tabletop  at  my  friend  Yada. 
(Yada,  you  may  remember  from  a previous 
column,  is  the  most  recent  incarnation  of  a 
500,000  year  old  Spirit  Master  from  the  lost 
kingdom  of  Yuga  in  the  Himalayas). 

He  was  reading  my  December  column 
in  the  North  Mission  News,  holding  the 
paper  in  front  of  him  so  that  his  face  was 
half  hidden.  I could  only  see  the  lop  half  of 
his  face  as  he  read  my  latest  diatribe  against 
the  conventions  of  property  and  wage  slav- 
ery; my  impassioned  and  befuddled  exhor- 
tations to  STAY  HOME,  MAKE  LOVE, 
DON’T  GO  TO  WORK!  (we  have  the 
resources  to  create  a paradise,  etc.  etc.). 

I couldn’t  see  if  he  was  smiling  or  frown- 
ing, but  by  the  twitching  of  his  catcrpillar- 
like  eyebrows,  the  frightful  bulging  of  his 
all-seeing  eyes,  the  furrowing  of  his  god- 
like brow  and  the  way  his  uncombed  hair 
stood  straight  on  end,  I was  able  to  gauge 
his  reaction.  It  was  only  when  he  pul  the 
paper  down  and  I perceived  his  sunken 
checks  and  puckered  mouth  that  I realized 
the  reason  for  his  alarmed  expression:  he 
had  swallowed  his  false  teeth.  I could  see 
the  bulge  of  them  travelling  down  his  throat 
like  a rat  through  a python.  He  took  a 
massive  guzzle  of  coffee,  gulped  mightily, 
and  the  bulge  moved  downward,  out  of 
sight. 

“Woop,”  he  said,  and  smiled  with  zen- 
likc  equanimity. 

“Are  you  alright?” 

“Sure,”  he  grinned,  showing  his  spotty 
gums.  “Losing  teeth  that  way  isn’t  half  as 
painful  as  finding  them  again.” 

“Oh,”  I said,  struggling  to  suppress  a 
mental  picture  of  his  dentures’  reappear- 


ance. I took  a sip  of  coffee,  wincing.  “So 
what  did  you  think  of  the  column?” 

“What  column?” 

“The  one  you  just  read.  About  the 
unjust  inequalities  of  the  capitalist  system 
as  fueled  by  consumerism,  the  Protestant 
work  ethic,  corporate  greed  and  the  blindly 
senseless  need  for  artificial  and  continual 
economic  expansion.” 

“Oh.  That  column.  Well,  what  do  vou 
think  about  it?” 

This  was  one  of  Yada’s  favorite  rhetori- 
cal tricks.  (You  don’t  get  to  be  a 500,000 
year  old  Spirit  Master  for  nothing.) 

“I  think  it  illustrates  the  problem  quite 
succinctly,”  I answered  defensively. 

“Yes,  I suppose  it  does.  But  what  about 
the  solution?  Do  you  really  believe  people 
can  live  outside  the  systems  that  made 
them?  Do  you  really  think  people  in  this 
city,  for  instance,  are  wise  enough  to  keep 
their  freedom  even  if  you  handed  it  to  them 
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on  a silver  platter?” 

Just  then,  as  if  in  answer  to  Yada’s 
question,  a kommolion  broke  out  on  the 
sidewalk  in  front  of  the  Artfart.  Through 
the  plate  glass  windows  of  the  trendily 
bohemian  cafe,  we  watched  a gang  of  teen- 
age thugs  in  Santa  hats  surround  an  obvi- 
ously gay  man  and  begin  pushing  him  back 
and  forth  between  them. 

“What  you  doin’  in  our  barrio,  boy?” 
they  laughed.  “Ain’t  you  supposed  to  be  at 
the  North  Pole  makin’  toys?  Ain’t  you  an 
£if?  HAW!  HAW!  HAW!  HAW!” 

I felt  a wave  of  nausea  twist  my  guts,  as 
if  it  was  I who’d  swallowed  Yada’s  teeth. 
My  muscles  tightened  with  adrenaline  — 
would  they  start  beating  him?  Would  I 
have  to  jump  in  and  help?  Fear  and  anger 
mingled  with  disgust  and  hopelessness  — 
disgust  not  only  at  the  scene  outside,  but  at 
my  own  reluctance  to  “get  involved”;  my 
own  self-saving  hesitation. 

Finally  the  boys  moved  on;  the  man 
they’d  been  harassing  continued  on  his  way 
with  shaking  knees.  I looked  at  Yada;  saw 


him  staring  glassily  at  the  air  above  the 
street. 

“What  arc  you  looking  at?"  I said. 

“The  Demons,”  he  said,  nodding  to- 
ward the  empty  air.  “Envy,  Ignorance  and 
Fear.  They’re  licking  their  chops  now. 
Patting  their  fat  stomachs  and  belching. 
Getting  bigger  all  the  lime,  all  the  lime.” 

"You’re  kidding,”  I said.  “Demons?” 

"Call  them  what  you  like,"  he  said. 

"I  prefer  tocall  them  the  injusticcsof  the 
present  system.” 

“Yes,  well.  They  arc  responsible  for 
those  injustices,  but  They  precede  capital- 
ism, you  know.  And  communism.  Any 
kind  of  system  you  set  up,  any  solution 
imposed  from  above,  that  docs  not  arise 
naturally  from  the  people’s  hearts  — even 
ifyoucallilno systcmatall — They’ll  have 
a hand  in  it.  Even  if  you  call  it  anarchism, 
pcacc-and-frccdom,  whatever.  They’ll 
make  sure  it  turns  into  a monolith.  They’ll 
pick  the  leaders,  and  the  leaders  will  build 

the  monolith,  and  the  people  will  bow  to  it, 
and  the  Demons  will  squat  on  top  of  the 
monolith,  wailing  for  sacrifices.” 

“Sacrifices?” 

"The  children,”  he  said.  “The  children 
who  grow  up  in  the  shadow  of  the  monolith; 
who  feel  cut  off  from  power  and  responsi- 
bility. The  children  are  always  the  first  to 
be  sacrificed  to  Envy,  Ignorance  and  Fear. 
Then,  having  internalized  the  system, -they 
grow  up  and  perpetuate  it.” 

"So  what’s  the  answer?”  I whined.  “Is 
there  any  hope  at  all?" 

“I  don’t  know,”  said  Yada.  “People 
have  to  fight  the  Demons  from  the  inside. 
Which  reminds  me  — “ He  took  an  apple 
from  his  brown-bag  lunch  and  swallowed  it 
whole. 

“But  — but  — “ 

“Don’t  worry,”  he  smiled.  “I’ll  chew  it 
on  the  way  out.” 
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